Zimbabwe  Partnership  needs  Agri-Missions  con 


By  Farao  Green 

A  husband  and  wife  team  is  urgent¬ 
ly  needed  in  Zimbabwe  for  two  years 
as  part  of  the  Mississippi-Zimbabwe 
Partnership.  This  couple  will  assist 
with  both  short  and  Irnig  term  food 
needs. 

Tin  s«ni-arid  rural  region  near 
Beitbridge,  Zimbabwe  has  the  most 
severe  di^ght  on  record  in  100  years. 

Sparse  grass  is  gone,  cattle  are  dying, 
water  wells  have  dried  up,  and  most 
crops  have  totally  failed. 

Funds  from  Baptist  Wwld  Hunger 
Fund  are  being  used  to  purchase  a 
truck  and  carloadk  of  grain  for 
distribution  in  the  area  where  there 
are  15  Baptist  churches  and  four  new 
fellowships. 

Missionaries  Ron  and  Jan  Langston 
are  concerned  not  only  that  fo^  be 
available  to  sustain  life,  but  that 
young  churches  and  feUow^ps  not  be 
disbanded  and  disappear. 

Beyond  the  area  where  the 
Langstons  have  estabished  churches 
and  fellowships,  thousands  of  people 
in  witchcraft  and  ancestor-worship 
have  never  heard  about  Christ  and  the 
true  God.  Many  people  eagerly  res¬ 
pond  when  they  have  the  opportunity 
to  hear  the  gospel. 

The  Agricultural  Missions 
Fellowship  of  the  Mississippi 
Brotherhood  has  planned  with  tlw 
Zimbabwe  Missioa  to  send  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1992  a  v(riunteer  husband  and  Mississippi-sponsored  couple  be  in  which  families  will  be  eligible  for  pe(^>le,  the  geogra{^,  areas  best 

wife  team  for  a  twD-ye^  agricultural  Zimbabwe  by  the  end  of  May  1992  to  food.  suit^  for  the  project,  and  the  location 

project.  The  project  is  to  teach  tte  assist  with  food  distribution.  On  ar-  The  advance  work  (rf  the  *«>»»"  in  ^  diligent  farmers, 
rarmers  and  wives  in  the  Beitbridge  rivid,  duties  will  be  to  assure  that  food  food  distribution  will  be  good  ex¬ 
area  to  raise  and  process  sorghum  w  will  be  unloaded  and  stored  with  pro-  perience  and  background  ^  later  Carrying  out  the  agricultural 

millet,  whidireqidre  less  rainfall  than  per  security,  and  delivery  schedules  establishment  of  the  agriculhsral  pro-  planting  season  next  Novembo- and 
corn.  Thqr  will  also  teach  veg^ble  will  be  met.  ject  Involving  100  farmers  the  first  December  will  be  bas^  on  faith  that 

crop  planting  to  balance  the  diet.  Ihe  couple  will  work  with  elemen-  yw  and  500  numers  the  second  year,  the  Lewd  will  provide  rain  for  that 

Langston  has  requested  the  tary  school  principals  to  determine  Ihe  team  will  learn  the  culture  Of  the  season. 


Qualifications  for  the  team  are  that 
both  members  have  agricultural 
education  background  and  ex- 

Erience  The  husl»nd  should  have  at 
ist  one  degree  in  agriculture  Ideal¬ 
ly,  the  wife  would  have  a  degree  in 
home  ecnomics,  and  teaching  ex- 
perfence  in  some  subject.  Preferably 
both  should  have  a  farm  background. 
Previous  experience  overseas  as  a 
mission  volunteer,  journeyman,  or 
Peace  Corpsman  would  be  useful. 

The  two  must  be  dedicated  Clu-is- 
tians,  personally  interested  in 
spreading  the  gospel.  There  will  be 
many  opportunities  to  tell  of  Christ, 
assist  in  leadership  training,  to  help 
establish  new  Christian  fellowships 
and  churches.  Experience  in  teaching 
Sunday  School,  discipleship  training. 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  or  Backyard 
Bible  Clubs  will  give  additional  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  service. 

The  man,  for  food  distribution  trips, 
should  be  hearty  enough  to  withstand 
long  hours  and  riding  on  rough  roads. 
He  should  have  a  driver’s  license  for 
large  truck. 

Because  the  national  people  are 
peaceful,  no  danger  is  anticipated. 
Our  Baptist  missionaries  have  been 
well  accepted  and  respected 


A  Zimbabwe  woman  works  her  field 


Stressed-out  children  need  careful  attention 

By  Terri  Lackey 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  child  ar-  Most  commonly,  children  ex-  “We  need  to  be  very  careful  as  had  when  I  was  a  kid  is  replaced  by 
rives  at  the  day  care  center  or  perience  stress  because  of  the  separa-  preschool/children's  woiirers  that  we  an  electronic  boundary.  Kirfe  can  go 
presdMol  class  at  church  and  im-  tion  or  divorce  of  their  parents,  don’t  buy  into  this  urgency,”  he  said,  as  fer  as  Nintendo  will  take  them,” 
mediately  heads  for  a  corner  where  Graham  said.  “Divorce  is  the  most  “We  need  to  help  the  child  slow  down.  Louv  said.  “I  don’t  know  what  we  are 
he  speaks  to  no  one  for  the  entire  day.  traumatic  event  a  child  can  ex-  Our  sense  (rf  urgency  just  raises  the  doing  to  the  next  generation  when  we 
Or  perhaps,  a  normally  good-  perience”  child’s  stress  level.”  cut  them  off  from  nature  I  think  that 

naturra  child  becomes  irritable  and  Parents  owe  it  to  their  children  to  Children  with  a  high  level  of  stress  relationship  is  extremely  important” 
restless.  Maybe  he  even  begins  hitting  teU  them  the  truth  about  what  is  hap-  are  unteachable,  Graham  said.  Family  time  together  has  dropped 

other  chilchw  or  constantly  crying,  peniiw  in  their  marriages,  Graham  “\bu  cannot  teach  children  until  you  40%  in  the  last  10  to  15  years,  he  said 
“What  you  have  is  a  stressed-out  said.  Waiting  and  hiding  the  truth  on-  get  the  stress  out  of  their  bodies.”  Peo|de  are  working  164  more  hours  a 
child,”  said  Maurice  Graham,  a  ly  delays  the  child^  recovery  from  the  A  generation  ago,  children  [dayed  in  year  than  they  were  two  decades  aga 
pastoral  counselor  and  associate  trauma,  he  said  the  woods  by  day  and  stared  at  the  “Children  will  not  be  productive, 

pastor  of  Bon  Air  Church  of  Rich-  Some  signs  of  stress  in  children  in-  stars  by  ni^t.  Tbday,  they  still  gaze  healUpr,  or  happy  without  positive 
mond,  Va.  dude  irritability,  impulsive  behavior,  at  galaxies  W  the  moon  and  stare  are  adult  interaction.” 

When  leaders  are  familiar  with  a  restlessness,  inability  to  concentrate,  on  a  television  monitor  being  Ibacbere  or  peu^ts  don’t  have 
child’k  background  they  usually  find  loss  df  sense  of  humor  or  sense  of  joy,  manipulated  Nintendo  controls,  much  time  to  spend  with  children, 

it  easier  to  pinpoint  the  cause  of  fatigue,  excessive  sleeping  winsom-  “Kids  are  growi^  up  in  an  dec-  Louv  said 

stress,  he  saia.  nia,  *  verbal  or  physical  ag-  ironic  bubble,”  Richanl  Louv,  an  Louv  said  senior  addts  could  be  the 

Graham  said  adults  who  see  signs  greaiveness,  sudden  weight  loss  or  author  and.  columiusL  told,  .par-  “winno:  sobfifn”  of  the  omr  famUy 
of  stress  in  childienuBuaUy  tend  to  Ig-  gain,  and  hyperactivity.  Uefoants  attending  the  preschool/  movement.  could  sp^  time 

nore  those  signals  and  say,  “Tb^  are  When  chuoren’k  workers  see  little  children’s  conference  at  the  Baptist  volunteering  in  classrooms  or  corn- 

just  children,  they’ll  get  over  it,”  or  ones  behaving  differently  than  usual,  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville  munity  activities. 

“Ihey’re  too  young  to  know  whaffe  go-  don’t  ignore  it,  Graham  advised.  “Kids  don’t  get  out  and  play  anymore;  “Ourcultureneedstogiveparen- 
iiw  on  (in  the  family).”  But,  he  stud  “Spnid  time  unraveling  their  story.”  they  play  indoors.  Kids  can’t  tell  you  ting  a  blessing,”  Louv  said  “You  need 
“(liildren  are  more  traumatized  by  Giildren  often  experience  stress  very  much  about  the  last  time  they  to  become  an  advocate  for 
stressful  events  than  adults.  They  are  because  their  home  life  is  hectic,  spent  much  time  in  the  woods.”  preschoolers  and  children.” 

deeply  a^ted  by  life  situattons.”  Graham  said.  "Ibday  that  physical  boundary  I  Lackey  writes  for  BSSB. 
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Stvwactmntly  recalled  a  similar 
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Editor’s  NoTFRmy  . 

Living  in  an  X-rated  society 


America  has  become,  a  sex-  their  “alternate  life  style.”  Peer  teach  your  cfaildieo  the  way  the 
crazed  society  with  the  furnace  [vessoie  is  said  to  be  tte  number  go^peL  Encourage  your  church  to 
being  stoked  continually  by  X-  one  reason  for  teenage  sexual  provide  books,  videos,  and  semi- 
raler^  PG-rated,  and  even  general  experimentation.  nars  on  sex  education.  Watch  the 

movira  and  televisioou  Lust,  not  You  could  wish  all  these  sexual  ACTS  Netwrxk’s  “Family  Enridi- 
love,  is  the  motivating  factor  and  escapades,  deviations,  and  dis-  mart  Series  ”  with  James  Dobson, 
the  batdefield  is  strewn  with  case-  eases  would  just  go  away.  They  D.  James  Kennedy,  and  Kay  Ar- 
ahies.  The  so-caDed  sexual  revolu-  will  not  —  now  or  in  the  future,  thur.  This  will  be  shown  in  late 
tion  of  the  last  30  )rears  has  sown  The  dnirdi  will  have  to  deal  with  March  and  eady  ^niL 
to  wind  and  now  we  rer^  the  it  Individual  rhristians  will  have  Write  puUic  offidals,  radio  and 
whirlwind.  to  make  dedsions  about  it.  Moth-  *TV  stations,  and  your  congress- 

Some  80%  of  aduh  Americans  ers  and  dads,  products  of  sex  men.  Let  th^  know  about  ofifen- 
say  they  received  their  core  values  themselves,  will  have  to  find  a  sive  materials  and  commend  them 
from  their  families,  but  two-thirds  way  to  teach  their  children  about  on  apfyopriate  actions.  And  read, 
unhappily  say  that  today's  children  it  read,  a:^  read:  The  Great  Sex 

are  gating  their  values  from  tele-  The  federal  government,  accord-  Swindle  by  John  W.  Drakefoed; 
vision,  movies,  musiciaiis,  or  rock  ing  to  Dobson,  since  1970  has  God,  Sex,  Mid  Yon  M.  O.  ^n- 
videos,  says  family  enthusiast  spent  over  $2  billion  to  promote  cent,  M.D.;  Sex  Is  a  Parent 
James  Dobsoa  The  “new  morali-  condom  usage  and  “safe  sex.”  Affair  by  Letha  Scanzoix;  How  to 
ty”  era  is  upon  us  and  the  cool  This  year  $450  million  will  go  Teach  Yonr  Qifld  About  Sex  by 
chill  of  deceit  blows  across  the  down  this  unsuccessful  drain.  Grace  D.  Kenemnin,  MD.;  Sexn- 
tknd.  Something  created  of  God  Pullen  Memcxial  Bimtist  Church  al  Sanity  by  Ead  D.  Wilson;  »nH 
aixl  overshadowing  all  of  life's  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  to  &  dismay  of  Homosexnalty  and  the  Clinrdi 


Cot^rative  Bimtist  Fellowship  acclaimed  but  they  are  not  Biq>- 
has  annonnetd  plans  to  give  tist,  and  to  create  a  “Baptist  sec- 
schtdarsfaim  for  theological  edu-  tion”  of  a  theological  school  is 
cation  at  Candler  School  of  The-  enough  to  you  wonder  what 
otogy  at  Emory  University  and  at  odier  sections  have^)^  created. 
Duke  Divinity  ScfaooL  Also,  the  Are  they  really  erjuipped  to  train 
Richmond  Seminary  will  be  Bsqitist  preachersTWere  I  on  a 
awarded  $1S,0M  in  next  year’s  pastor  snuch  committee,  I  would 
budget  The  Alliance  of  Southern  take  a  long  look  at  a  graduate 
BiqXists,  founder  of  the  Richmond  before  I  voted  to  him 
Seminary,  has  announced  the  Moreover,  how  will  these 
removal  of  “Southern”  from  its  schools  teach  B^tist  doctrines, 
name  and  ik>  longer  win  be  South-  missions,  church  polity,  yvl  Bi^ 
em  Baptist  Candler  and  Duke  tist  bistmy?  What  would  a  Bmtot 


^tsud.  a  claim  hive  been  Baptis^continue  to%opy^  ^ITu^e-^Tvi  SS;riie““afteriifog 

wo^  be  reasM  to  rejoice  setdedbyn^?  mj^  it  with  agna^  —  aD  done  1992-93  school  year.  Five  $1,000  tored  a  number  of  years  by  a 

®*?*??**  and  others  Research  indicates  that  for  wAevmgelisticfi^.  scholarshiDS  to  any  SBC  student  dler  or  Duke  r 


con^to  s^  W  every  four  prewntations  of  the  What  1^  the  PCC  done  with  aU  to*  sSSy  fo 

gospel  to  an  unbeliever,  one  |w-  this  mail?  Could  it  be  any  other  sSool  of  theofo^gy  tors  being  trainJd^SMSjpJdto 

tmte  in  distnbuting  and  sigipg  son  wiU  make  a  petitions  to  the  stored,  placed  on  shelves?  Offi-  ex^pt  those  supported  bv  tK  lead^w 
petitkw  to  counteract  a  very  in©-  FCC  had  been  petitions  to  lost  cials  at  that  commission  have  said  SBC.  toward  this?  la  there  no  hetter 

sp^t^  nmOT.  telli^  them  about  Christ,  the  venhne  is  cosdy  to  them  riso.  Candler  is  a  Methodist  sdKxd  solution?  —  GH 

Don  t  sign  a  petition  or  ask  6,000,000  might  have  become  They  have  to  bum,  bury,  or  other- 
someone  else  to  sign  it  unless  you  Chrisdans.  wise  disuse  of  the  letters  and  naaa*.* 

can  verify  the  accuracy  of  it!  If  in  petitions.  Hut  takes  time  and  tax-  li/IVin0  l^rOVIQ0nC0 

doubt,  check  with  your  pastor  —  Here  are  the  facts:  O’Hair  never  payers’  money. 

the  pastor  or  other  church  leaders  filed  a  ^tition  with  the  FCC  to  The  community  near  Meridian  is  called  Zero.  The  twister  had  no 

would  know  or  could  get  the  remove  religious  broadcasting.  We  are  grateful  for  the  pastins  name,  but  die  two  collided  Um  week.  One  baby  will  have  an  unusual 

uiswer.  ...  according  to  FCC  officials.  On  a  and  laypeoide  who  call  os  to  veti-  page  in  his  scnqiibook.  In  the  deep  of  the  night  he  wm  hlnwn  nm  nf  hi« 

There  is  no  validity  in  the  standard  response  paper,  the  FCC  fy  the  valimty  of  petitions.  Maybe  mobile  home  into  a  pine  tree.  It  was  there,  hanging  by  his  gown,  the 
charge  that  Madalyn  Murray  says,  “The  commission  cannot  we  are  gaining  on  the  fxoblem.  plucky  lad  voiced  his  omnion  about  the  wtiole  thing  Rescued  by  Us 
O’Hair- has  petitioned  the  courts  direct  any  broadcaster  to  present,  Mark  this  down:  there  is  no  real  ndher,  the  three  month  md  btiby  suffered  only  surface  wounds, 
to  halt  religious  broadcasting,  or  refrain  from,  presenting  “R.  H.  2493”  about  removing  r^-  The  story  was  pideed  up  by  news  services  and  bad  wide  coverage. 
This  “chain  letter”  petition  sur-  announcements  or  programs  on  gious  broadcasting  from  tlM  air.  One  rnxxter  said  if  you  beli^  in  Providence  thwi  you  will  believe 
faced  in  1975.  relinon.  Broadcasters  —  not  the  There  never  has  been.  If  there  the  child  was  Providentially  protected  during  the  midnighr  tide.  The 

The  phony  petition  generates  FCC  or  any  other  government  should  ever  be  such  an  effort  —  next  morning  the  parents  and  fdeods  were  trying  to  salvage  what  they 
about  83,000  fetters  a  monfo  to  agency  —  are  responsible  for  our  Bqitist  agencies,  such  as  the  could  find.  One  person  came  out  with  several  items  inrinrtmg  the  large 
the  Federal  Communications  selecting  the  programming  that  is  Christian  life  Commission,  will  fiunily  Bible.  The  TV  camera  zoomed  in  and  for  a  moment  ^xNlighted 
Commissioo.  The  PCC  now  lufe  aired  by  tiieir  stations.”  make  os  all  aware  with  prt^r  dte  Bible.  Behind  the  man  and  the  BiUe  you  could  see  the  scene  the 

received  nearly  25  n^on  pieces  The  phony  petition  is  now  mak-  concern  and  doe  haste.  destructive  twister  the  words  of  a  hymn  came  to  mind:  “In  the  cross  of 

of  mail  on  the  issue  sinoe  1975.  ing  the  rounds  in  Tennessee  yet  Allen  is  editor,  Tennessee  Christ  I  glory.  Towering  over  the  wrecks  of  time.”  Maybe  tiiat  reporter 

Vrith  those  facts  in  mind,  one  agaiiL  And,  despite  repeated  pl^  BAPTIST  AND  REFLECTOR,  was  right 
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Clarke  College  will  close  at  end  of  term 


The  Board  of  Trustees  for  Clarke 
College,  meeting  in  their  regular 
March  session,  has  voted  that  the 
Newton-based  branch  of  the  college 
should  cease  to  operate  after  the  close 
of  the  current  academic  term  which 
concludes  in  May. 

The  trustees  resolved  “that  Clarke 
College  close  and  cease  to  operate  as 
an  institution  of  higher  education  with 
and  at  the  close  of  the  current  term 
of  academic  studies  and  that  ap¬ 
propriate  notice  of  said  closure  to 
given  as  promptly  as  possible  to  the 
faculty  and  staff  and  administration 
and  students.”  The  initial  communica¬ 
tion  to  the  employees  was  sent  out  by 
the  college  on  FYiday  following  the 
trustees  meeting  on  Thursday. 
Meetings  and  general  communication 
with  the  students  followed. 

The  trustees  deemed  the  closure  to 
be  “in  the  best  interest  of  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  Baptists  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  to  best  handle  and 
manage  the  resources  entrusted  to  the 
trustees,  both  real  and  personal.” 
Mississippi  College  will  continue  to 
operate  within  the  framework  of  the 
directions  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  expressed  in  the 
November  1980  vote  to  merge  the  two 
institutions  and  the  documents  of 
merger  executed  thereafter  by  the 
convention  and  the  college. 

A  continuing  loss  of  students, 
dwindling  financial  resources,  from 
all  sources,  including  a  reduction  of 
direct  support  from  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  in  excess  of  $1 
million  from  1984  through  1991, 
resultii^  in  an  overall  state  of  institu¬ 
tional  financial  exigency,  and  the  loss 
of  accreditation  by  the  Southern 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools 
(SACS)  were  the  main  reasons  cited 
for  the  closure  vote. 

Enrolled  at  the  Newton  campus  was 
slightly  over  200  when  the  Mississip¬ 


pi  Baptist  Convention  (MBC)  voted  to 
merge  the  institution  with  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  and  asked  the  Clinton  col¬ 
lege  to  take  control  in  1981,  following 
the  recommendations  of  the  Garke 
College  trustees,  and  the  Education 
Commission  of  the  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  Today,  the  student  population  is 
approxiniately  100. 

Clarke  College  was  placed  on  pro- . 
bation  by  SACS  in  1967  and  despite 
concerted  efforts  by  the  trustees,  ad¬ 
ministration,  and  faculty  to  comply 
with  SACS  standards,  probation  was 
continued  and  the  loss  of  accredita¬ 
tion  came  in  1990,  resulting  in  the  loss 
of  federal  student  financial  aid  for  all 
students  at  the  institution.  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  officials  appealed  the  loss  of  ac- 
ci^itation  through  the  official  chan¬ 
nels  of  SACS  and  made  formal 
arguments  to  the  highest  Appeals 
Committee  of  SACS  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  in  April  of  1991.  These  efforts 
and  litigation  in  the  federal  courts, 
initiated  by  Clarke  College,  have  not 
been  successful  in  reversing  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  SACS. 

The  Clarke  College  trustees  pointed 
out  that  the  school  faced  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  closure  12  years  aga,  preceding 
the  vote  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention.  The  convention  vot^  to 
merge  Clarke  College  into  Mississip- 
,  pi  College  and  asked  that  the  Clinton 
campus  take  over  the  operation  of  the 
Newton  based  institution  rather  than 
close  its  doors.  Despite  the  stnmg 
posture  of  Mississippi  College  and  the 
determined  efforts  by  all  concerned, 
a  turnaround  has  not  been  perfected. 

Giving  assurances  to  the  students 
currently  enrolled,  officials  said  that 
Clarke  College  will  continue  to 
operate  until  the  current  school  year 
ends  with  mNmnal  graduation  in  May. 
Students  not  ^duating  will  have  the 
opportunity  of  continuing  their  educa¬ 
tion  at  Mississippi  College  or  other  in- 


Pollard 


Thorn 


Senior  adults  from  five  states 
expected  in  Jackson  Mar.  30-Apr.  1 


Tanner 


Bucklev 


Senior  adults  frmn  five  states  are  ex¬ 
pected  in  Jackson  Mar.  30-April  1  for 
the  Gulf  States  Baptist  Senior  Adult 
Coiwention.  it  will  take  place  at  Ehrst 
Church,  Jackson.  Theme  of  the  con¬ 
vention  is  “Living  in  His  Image” 
Featured  on  the  program  will  be 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 
Frank  Pollard. 

He  will  be  joined  by  Prank  Stagg, 
professor  emeritus  at  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville  Ky.,  who  lives  at 
Diamondhead,  Miss.;  Horace  Kerr, 
consultant  in  family  ministry  for  the 


Discipleship  Training  Department  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  in  Jackson;  Bill  Ihnner,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Oklahoma  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  a  former  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Gulfport;  and  William 
Thorn,  a  Baptist  minister  and 
humorist  from  San  Angelo,  T». 

Sid  Buckley,  a  concert  vocalist  and 
professor  at  New  Orleans  Seminap'. 
will  direct  the  music  and  sing.  The  in¬ 
strumentalists  are  Jerry  Aultman,  a 
professor  at  New  Orleans  Seminai^, 
and  his  sister,  Eva  Hart,  music  assis¬ 
tant  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 

A  senior  adult  choir  of  church 
groups  from  Hinds-Madison  Associa¬ 
tion  will  {Mwkle  special  musie. 

Senior  adults  are  expected  to  rar- 
tidpate  fnun  Alabama,  Florida,  Loui¬ 
siana,  Texas,  and  Mississippi,  whose 
Baptist  conventions  are  sponsoring 
the  event. 

For  more  program  details,  contact 
the  Discipleship  IVainiiu  Depart¬ 
ment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39206,  phone  968-3800. 


stitutions  of  higher  learning  of  their  east  central  Mississippi  for  more  than 
choice.  a  half-century. 


Clarke  College,  established  by  a 
vote  of  the  General  Association  of 
Regular  Baptists  in  East  Central 
Mississippi  in  1907,  received  its 
charter  and  opened  its  doors  to 
students  in  1908  as  a  senior  college.  It 
was  named  Clarke  Memorial  College, 
honoring  the  memory  of  Nathan  L. 
Garke,  a  prominent  ^ptist  pastor  in 


Ownership  was  transferred  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  1914 
and  operation  was  conducted  as  a 
junior  college.  During  the  1930s 
Depression  the  convention  relinquish¬ 
ed  control  and  the  school  was 
operated  on  a  lease  arrangement  by 
a  number  of  individuals.  In  1945  the 
MBC  regained  ownership  and  control 


and  has  operated  the  institution  con¬ 
tinuously  since  then.  The  school  name 
was  changed  to  Clarke  College  in  1971. 

Throughout  its  history  the  college 
has  stres^  its  commitment  to  Guis- 
tian  values  and  its  close  ties  to  the 
Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi.  Its 
graduates  have  assumed  places  of 
leadership  throughout  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  and  Southern  Baptist  Conventions. 

—  Prepared  by  Office  of  Public 
Relations,  Mississippi  College. 
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Keith  Parks  announces 
retirement  in  October 


BEDFORD,  Texas  (BP)  —  R.  Keith 
Parks  emerged  from  a  spiritual 
retreat  with  trustees  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  announcing  he  will 
retire  as  FMB  president  in  October. 

Seventy-eight  trustees  and  12  FMB 
executive  staff  met  for  the  retreat 
March  19-20  after  Parks  asked 
trustees,  in  his  address  at  their 
February  meeting  in  Richmond,  Va., 
to  resolve  the  issue  of  his  tenure. 

Parks,  a  38-year  veteran  of  foreign 
missions  who  will  turn  65  in  October, 
asked  trustees  last  August  to  allow 
him  to  serve  until  1995  through  the 
time  of  the  board’s  sesquicentennial. 
The  time,  he  said,  would  enable  him 
to  lay  groundwork  for  his  10-point 
vision  for  global  evangelization  now 
under  study  by  a  trustee  subcom¬ 
mittee. 

Although  he  received  public  affir¬ 
mations  by  trustees.  Parks  said  in 
February  that  actions  and  undercur¬ 
rents  were  occurring  behind  the 
scenes  which  undercut  his  role  and 
leadership. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  retreat. 
Parks  said  he  felt  (kxl  was  leading 
him  to  retire.  Parks  will  announce  his 
decision  officially  at  the  trustees’ 
meeting  April  6-8  in  Gemson,  S.C.  At 
that  time,  trustees  will  decide  how 
long  he  will  continue  to  carry  his  full 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

responsibilities  as  president  and  the 
process  for  seeking  a  successor. 

A  joint  statement  released  by  Parks 
and  trustees  at  a  press  conference 
said  trustees  affirmed  Parks  and 
repeatedly  requested  he  continue  his 
leadership.  It  said  Parks  alone  made 
the  decision  that  he  retire. 

‘The  trustees  expressed  that  they 
felt,  and  still  feel,  a  strong  desire  to 
the  contrary,”  the  statement  said. 
“They  emphatically  urged  that  Dr. 
Parlu  continue  his  leadership  role, 
but  submitted  to  his  sense  of  God’s 
leadership.” 

The  statement,  read  to  the  press  by 
FMB  trustee  chairman  Bill  Hancock 
of  Louisville.  Ky.,  acknowledged 
Parks’  “superior  leadership  as  presi¬ 
dent  since  1980”  and  expres^  trustee 
“concern  for  continuity  in  the  ongoing 
mission  enterprise.” 

It  also  said  “trustees  affirmed  to  the 
missionaries,  (FMB)  staff  and 
Southern  Baptists  their  commitment 
to  the  historic  principles  which  have 
characteristically  guided  Southern 
Baptist  foreign  mission  work.” 

In  a  question-and-answer  time  with 
reporters.  Parks  said  his  decision  to 
retire  in  1992,  rather  than  in  1995,  was 
made  after  he  arrived  at  the  retreat, 
although  he  had  considered  making  it 
at  the  board’s  February  meeting. 


Parks  said  his  decision  became 
clear  finally  during  a  spiritual  em¬ 
phasis  led  by  Henry  Blackaby,  whom 
trustees  invited  to  set  the  spiritual 
tone  for  their  meeting  with  Parks  and 
his  staff.  Blackaby,  director  of  prayer 
and  spiritual  awakening  at  the  Home 
Mission  Board  in  Atlanta,  commend¬ 
ed  the  retreat  participants  for  their 
(^nness  to  the  leading  of  God’s  spirit. 

Asked  to  reconcile  his  decision  to 
retire  with  his  earlier  feeling  God  was 
leading  him  to  stay  until  1995,  Parks 
said:  “In  my  own  mind  I’ve  tried  to 
reconcile  that.  Since  that  time  there 
has  not  come  the  sense  of  certainty 
and  affirmation  that  what  I  felt  could 
be  done  then  actually  can  be  carried 
out.” 

Parks  said  he  could  sense  “no  ap¬ 
parent  way”  for  trustees  to  make  a 
commitment  to  him  throu^  1995.  “If 
I'd  stayed,  I  think  it  would 
have  .  . .  strung  out  the  indefiniteness 
of  tenure  to  the  point  that  it  would 
have  created  this  uneasiness  that  has 
plagued  all  of  us.” 

In  a  later  interview,  he  explained 
that,  although  trustees  had  affirmed 
him  during  the  retreat,  he  “never  did 
get  the  feeling  it  (his  tenure  as  presi¬ 
dent)  would  not  come  up  again.”  He 
said  a  motion  was  made  during  the 
(See  PARKS  on  page  10) 


Draper:  “We  made  a  mistake’ 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  Responding 
to  concerns  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  television  production  studio 
and  uplink  facilities  were  used  for  a 
program  featuring  country  music 
singer  Hank  WiHtams  Jr,  President 
James  T.  Draper  Jr.  said,  “We  made 
a  mistake.” 

During  the  Feb.  12  live  uplink, 
Williams  urged  viewers  to  attend  his 
Budweiser  Rockin’  Country  Tour. 
That  reference  was  the  first  Sunday 
School  Board  officials  knew  of  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  the  beer  company  with 
the  program. 

.Draper  ^aid  the.  board  (^tr^.ctgd  in  . 


By  Linda  Lawson 

early  February  19^  with  On  the  Scene 
Productions  of  Los  Angeles  for  use  of 
the  board’s  television  studio  and 
uplink  facilities.  On  the  Scene  had 
used  the  studio  on  one  previoys 
occaslOFT^  ■  . . 

Since  the  termination  of  the  board’s 
satellite  telecommunication  network 
in  1990,  Draper  said  the  board  has 
regularly  contracted  with  production 
companies  to  use  its  facilities  to 
"uplink”  live  programs. 

The  board  is  one  of  only  a  few  sites 
in  Nashville  equipped  for  live  feeds 
and  generates  income  to  offset 
.9I>«r?.M.nj..exj)?.n§pA.JhTOUgh.':l^ 


service. 

Guidelines  regarding  content  of  pro- 
grams  originating  from  board 
facilities  had  been  shared  with  On  the 
Scene  Productionspdoc.  to  itsiiistuse 
of  board  video  facilities. 

“We  made  a  mistake  in  assuming 
that  guidelines  given  to  the  company 
previously  would  be  followed  on  this 
occasion.  Those  guidelines  stipulate- 
that  pn^ramming  and  sponsorship 
originating  from  our  facilities  must  be 
entirely  consistent  with  the  values  and 
lifestyle  espoused  by  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  ^hool  Board,”  Draper  said. 

:  ::  .Lavtson  writes  for  bssb. 


WMU'  'S'pifeSkers  reitiSrate  ''th^ine; '  ■  '  , 

§ 

^‘Called  and  Accountable” 


Women  from  across  the  state  filled 
First  Church,  Clinton,  March  16-17  fw 
the  113th  annual  meeting  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  They 
celebrated  the  35th  anniversai^  of  the 
organization’s  executive  director,.. 
Mar  jean  Patterson;  re-elected  of- 
fficers;  gave  12,159.56  in  offerings  to 
the  Sec(^  Century  Fund  of  WMU. 
SBC;  and  listened’to  missionaries  ad¬ 
dress  needs  and  present  prayer 
requests. 

First  Churcii,  Clinton  members 
played  key  roles  in  early  days  (tf  WMU 
history.  Host  pastor.  Bill  Baker,  in 
welcoming  the  wianen,  pointed  out 
that  the  first  Sunbeam  Band  in  the 
state  was  organized  at  that  church  in 
1886. 

'‘Called  and  Accountable” 

Bible  studies  by  Carol^  Miller, 
president.  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  SBC,  highlighted  the  theme, 
"Called  and  Accountable.”  "We’re  not 
accountable  for  winning,”  she  said. 
“We  are  accountable  for  telling,  for 
answering  the  call." 

She  read  Matthew  9:35  and  pointed 
•out  that  “Jesus  witnessed  as  he  went” 
—  teaching,  preaching,  healing.  He 
calls  us  to  make  a  difference  where 
we  are,  she  said.  She  told  of  a  young 
woman  who  moved  with  her  family  to 
L.A.  <  lower  Alabama ).  “There  was  no 
Baptist  church  within  20  miles.  She 
went  around  her  neighborhood  in¬ 
viting  people  to  a  Bible  study  in  her 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

home.  Twelve  came  the  first  Sunday. 
Evep'  Sunday  more  came.  After 
awhile,  she  called  the  Alabama  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  and  asked  them  to 
send  a  mobile  chapel  so  they  could 
start  a  new  church!  One  woman  saw 
a  need  where  she  was  and  tried  to 
meet  it.” 

Each  of  the  four  sessions  focused  on 
a  different  area  oi  missions:  home 
missions,  state  missions,  family  mis¬ 
sions,  and  foreign  missions. 

Home  missionary  Jane  Barnes, 
who  directs  a  resort  ministry  in  Myr¬ 
tle  Beach,''S.C.,  spoke  of  opportunities 
to  invite  partying  people  of  the 
beachside  city  “to  Gc^^s  party.” 

State  missions. 

A  state  mission  panel  moderated 
Vivian  Taylor  of  Clara  included  Dii 
Brogan,  consultant,  Coc^rative  Mis¬ 
sions  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board;  Bob  Storie,  direc¬ 
tor  of  ministries,  Jackson  County 
Association;  Wendy  Hatcher, 
cha|ihiin,  Rankin  County  Correctional 
Facility;  and  Louis  Lamar,  pastor,  Mt. 
Sinai  Baptist  Church,  Tupdo. 

Brogan  said,  “I  always  wanted  to 
ride  an  elephant  in  Africa  and  I  end¬ 
ed  up  in  tM  Mississippi  Delta  in  a 
Volkswagen.”  His  woiic  is  with  the 
black  congregations  across  the  state. 
Mississippi’s  37.5%  black  population 
is  highest  percentage  of  blacks  in  any 
state.  He  pinpointed  the  need  for 


WMU  members  from  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson,  find  an  outdoor  spot  to  eat  the 
meal  served  them  by  the  Disaster  Unit.  Left  to  right  are  Sue  Dockery;  Freda  Trott, 
retired  missionary  to  Brazil;  and  Lou  Stebbins,  WMU  director  at  Broadmoor. 


young  black  men  to  begin  new 
churches. 

Lamar  said,  “If  we  are  going  into 
the  ^  uttermost  part  of  the  world, 
maybe  we  ought  to  start  where  we 
are”  Pastor  of  a  black  Baptist  church 
in  Tupelo,  he  said,  “We  need  people 
go  across  the  tracks.  We  need 
to  pray  for  harmony  between  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  the 
National  Baptist  Convention.” 

Storie,  who  directs  ministries  with 
seamen,  refugees,  needy  school 
children,  residents  of  multi-housing, 
and  truckers,  said  there  have  been  two 
professions  of  faith  among  truckers 
since  a  special  center  was  opened  for 
them  a  short  time  aga 

Hatcher  said  that  of  the  9,000  in¬ 
mates  in  Mississippi  prisons  90  per¬ 
cent  are  Baptists.  “Pray  for  new 
Christian  inmates  who  are  being 
released,”  she  requested.  “Unda  is  be¬ 
ing  relea^  tomorrow.  She  has  AIDS, 
no  money,  no  job,  no  supportll 

Family  missimis.  0 

As  for  accountability  in  family  mis¬ 
sions,  Lois  Henderson  said,'“We  must 
be  faithful ...  for  lives  entrusted  to 
us.”  Former  missionary  to  Korea  and 
the  niilippines,  she  is  mother  of  four, 
one  of  wtom  is  a  missionary  to  Costa 
Rica.  She  added,  “How  privilege  the 
child  who  is  bom  into  a  Christian 
home  where  God’^  Word  is  taught  and 
lived  out  daily,  where  he  becomes 
friends  with  t^  great  characters  of 
the  Bible  ....  Parents  can  be  an  ex¬ 
ample,  offer  opportunities,  but  they 
cannot  save,  cannot  call,  and  cannot 
bring  about  spiritual  growth  ....  I 
am  accountable  in  my  home  for  the 
aroma  of  Christ  ( not  just  Pinesol  and 
^pourri,  not  just  apple  pie  and 
splices,  but  a  sweet  smell  of  Christ) ; 
...  for  the  worship  of  Christ . . .;  for 
the  witness  of  Christ . . . .” 

Foreign  missions. 

From  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
Volunteers  in  Missions  Department, 
Dewey  Merritt  talked  about  the  mis¬ 
sions  “journey  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth”  and  said  that  journey  must  be 
to  all  generations,  all  races,  all 

genders _ “It  must  be  a  journey  of 

commitment  he  said,  a  journey  of  ^ 
and  enthusiasm,  a  ^mey  with 
prayer,  a  journey  in  going,  a  journey 
in  giving.  It  may  be  a  journey  Of 
changing  your  address.  “Tbe  journey 
is  for  NOW.” 


Ft 


Ccuolyn  MiHer,  left,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  presideni  of  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC; 
Marjean  Pafterson,  Clinton,  center,  executive  director,  Mississippi  WMU;  and  Joan 
Tyler,  Collins,  president  of  Mississippi  WMU,  form  the  receiving  line  for  a  reception 
held  to  honor  Miss  Patterson,  who  this  year  celebrates  her  35th  year  on  the  staff 
of  state  WMU. 

Reception  honors  Maijean  Patterson 
on  her  35th  year  with  state  WMU 


Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  during  its  annual  meeting  held 
at  CUnton  last  week  celebrate  the 
35th  woik  annivecMiry  of  its  executive 
director,  Marjean  Patterson. 

A  reception  on  Monday  evening  in 
Old  Fellowship  Hall  of  First  Church, 
Clinton,  was  given  in  hrmor  of  Miss 

Prayer. 

Merritt  told  of  a  faithful  pastor  in 
Zimbabwe  who  spends  much  time  in 
prayer.  One  day  he  knelt  at  his  home 
and  pray^  by  name  for  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Zimbabwe.  Then  he  said, 
"Lord,  I’m  tired  of  walking  so  far  to 
visit  all  my  church  members.  I  need 
a  better  way  of  transpo^tion.  Lord, 
could  you  give  me  a  bicycle?” 

Not  long  afterward,  the  treasurer  of 
the  Zimbabwe  Mission  came  to  him 
and  said,  “We  have  a  little  money  left 
in  the  treasury  this  month,  about 
enough  to  buy  a  bicycle  Eki  you  know 
a  pastor  who  could  use  one  in  his 
vvewk?” 

“Coincidence?”  Merritt  asked. 
“Hardly.”  - 

Music  varied. 

Song  leader  and  soloist  for  this 
meeting  was  Russell  Kyur,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Costa  Rica.  His  wife,  Melin¬ 
da,  was  pianist  and  Mary  Simmons, 
former  missionary  to  the  Philippine^ 
played  the  organ.  Pre-session  music 

but  also  the  vioUn  played  by  Ca^^n 
Kee  Woodville  and  the  xylcqihone 
played  by  Bobbie  Foster  of  Prentiss. 
IVumpetm  heralded  the  opening  of 
each  session. 

Officers  re-elected. 


Patterson.  (&ndra  Nash  is  WMU 
director  of  First  Church.) 

During  the  conventiem,  gifts  were 
presented  to  Miss  Patterson  in  ap¬ 
preciation  for  her  years  of  service  — 
a  diamond-studded  WMU  pendant  on 
a  silver  chain,  from  WMU  members 
across  the  state,  and  a  jacket  printed 
with  a  world  maa  given  1^  the  WMU 
Executive  Boara. 

Recently  Miss  Patterson  was 
selected  as  reeij^ent  of  a  Distinguish¬ 
ed  Alumni  Award  from  Southern 
Semint^,  Louisville,  Ky.  In  special 
recognition  of  this.  Bill  Caus^,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  presented  to  her  a 
plaque  on  Monday  afternoon  during 
the  convention. 

A  native  of  Georgia,  she  is  a 
graduate  of  Carsem-Newman  College 
and  Southern  Seminary  and  also  has 
a  master’s  d^ree  from  Mississippi 
College.  She  b^n  work  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
and  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  in  1957. 


Officers  re-elected  ftM"  another  term 
include  Joan  lyier,  Collins,  president; 
Betty  Dobbs,  Clinton,  vice  president; 
and  Vivian  ihylor,  Clara,  secretary. 


The  crew  of  the  state  Brotherhood  Department’s  Disaster  Unit  assembles  supper  plates  to  feed  women  attending  WMU  an-  Kyzar 
nuat  meeting  at  First  Church.  Clinton. 


Owens 


Merritt 


Henderson 


Keith  Parks  to  retire  from  FMB 
over  differences  with  trustees 


*l%ar»<lay,  March  2»,  1M2 


BEDFORD,  Texas  (ABP)  —  Keith 
Parks  said  March  20  he  will  leave  the 
presidency  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  October  because  of  his  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  agency’s  direction  and 
his  freedom  to  l^d  it. 

‘There  are  some  basic 
philosophical  differences  between  me 
and  the  trustees,”  Parks  told 
repfNTters.  “I  do  not  feel  I  exert  the 
kind  of  leadership  expected  by  scane 
of  the  trustees.” 

“I  just  didn’t  feel  that  I  could  exer¬ 
cise  the  kind  of  constructive,  positive 
leadership  that  is  needed,”  Paries  Urid 
Associate  Baptist  Press. 

“That  is  part  of  tte  decision.” 

Parks  said  he  and  trustees  differ  on 
the  role  the  FMB  president  should 
play.  Despite  assurances  of  support 
from  trustees,  be  said,  ‘thepercqgion 
of  what  that  means  was  different  on 
their  part  and  on  mine”  For  instance, 
he  said,  trustees  expect  him  to  exer¬ 
cise  more  control  over  the  actions  of 
missionaries  and  staR  members  than 
he  is  willing  to  da 

In  a  press  conference  after  the  two- 
day  retreat.  Parks  was  not  specific 
about  his  cbfferences  with  trustees. 
But  he  said  the  concerns  he  express¬ 
ed  in  a  stem  speech  to  trustees  in 
Februa^  still  apply  and  influenced 
his  decision  to  leave 

In  his  February  speech,  which 
prompted  the  March  19-20  retreat. 
Parks  accused  trustees  of  undermin¬ 
ing  his  leadership  and  exerting  undue 
influence  in  the  selection  of  staff  and 
missionaries. 

Parks  said  'he  “seriously  con¬ 
sidered”  announcing  his  retirement  in 


By  Greg  Warner 

the  Fetauary  session  but  he  “had  a  lit¬ 
tle  uncertainty”  at  the  time 

Instead  he  asked  trustees  in 
February  either  to  ^nt  him  “the  op¬ 
tion  of  exerting  positive  leadership” 
as  president  or  “to  move  as  quickly  as 
possible  to  change  leadership.” 

At  the  time,  he  warned  trustees  that 
gouthera  Baptists’  f(»eign  mission 
work,  which  largely  had  escaped  tte 
effects  of  a  decade  of  denominational 
controversy,  had  begun  to  suffer 
damage,  bringii^  “change  and  aisis 
to  our  wwld  mission  program.”  He 
said  there  had  been  a  “drastic  shift” 
in  trustee  philosophy,  with 
fundamental-conservative  trustees 
now  “expecting  theological  conformi¬ 
ty  from  those  who  receive  Southern 
^ptist  money.” 

Although  Paries  told  trustees  last 
year  he  needed  to  stay  at  the  FMB  un¬ 
til  1995  in  order  to  implement  the 
agency’s  ambitious  frfan  for  glotuU 
outreach,  he  said  March  20  that  no 
sud)  assurance  was  forthcoming  from 
trustees.  “There  has  not  come  the 
sense  of  certainty  that  what  I  felt 
needed  to  be  done  could  be  carried 
out,”  he  told  reporters. 

The  controvei^  over  Parks’  leader¬ 
ship  and  tenure  has  grown  out  (rf  a 
dispute  over  FMB  w^  in  Europe. 
Trustees  ignited  an  international  con¬ 
troversy  last  October  when  they 
withdrew  FMB  funding  of  a  European 
Baptist  seminary  they  said  was 
“liberal.”  Although  Bap^ts  on  both 
continents  protested  the  decision, 
trustees  refused  in  I>ecember  to 
restore  funding  to  the  Baptist 


Home  Board  plans  expansion 
of  headquarters  building 


f  By  Jim  Newtmi 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Directors  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  elected  new  of- 
ficecL  approved  plans  to  expand  the 
size  of  a  new  beaaquarters  building  to 
be  completed  by  1^  and  elected  Ken 
Hemphill  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  a  new 
position  as  directm'  of  cbui^  growth. 

Board  members  also  elated  a 
director  of  the  board’s  human 
resources  divisioa,  an  associate  in  the 
new  church  extension  division,  and  a 
national  manager  for  Mega  Focus 
Cities,  the  HMB’s  coordinated 
strate^  planning  process  for  mis¬ 
sions  work  in  44  major  cities  in 
America. 

Daniel  Garcia,  a  human  resource 
management  consultant  with  15  years 
experience  in  the  field,  was  elated 
director  of  the  human  resources  divi¬ 
sion.  Gerald  S.  Raynor,  pastor  of  First 
Southern  Baptist  Church  in  Flagstaff, 
Ariz.,  was  named  associate  dimtor 
of  field  servicing  for  the  new  church 
extensioo  divisioa  M  Ekigene  Wilsoa 
director  at  missions  for  Calvary- 
-  Arrowhead  Associatian  in  Riverside,  • 
Calif.,  was  elected  national  manager 
of  Mc^  Focus  Cities. 

Hemphill,  pastor  of  First  Cburch  of 
Norfolk,  would  coordinate  church 
growth  efforts  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  and  Sunday  School  Board,  con¬ 
tingent  upon  approval  by  the  Simday 
School  Board. 

The  newlv-created  position  will  be 
jointly  funded  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  and  Sunday  School  Board,  upon 
approval  from  both  boards. 


Ken  Hemphill 

Hemphill  would  report  directly  to 
Preside  Larry  Lems  of  the  HMB 
and  President  James  T.  Draper  Jr.  of 
thaS^  -  --  • 

Directors  appointed  19  new  mis¬ 
sionaries,  votM  to  increase  the  1992 
HMB  budget  by  1963,349  to  an  ad¬ 
justed  total  of  ^.7  million,  and 
restructured  the  HMB  language 
church  extensioo  division  by  combin¬ 
ing  the  language  church  development 
and  ethnic  resource  correlation 
departments. 

Newtaa  writes  for  HMB.  LiiMa 
Lawsaa.  who  writes  for  BSSB,  also 
contrfiNited  to  this  story. 


Theological  Seminary  at  Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland,  which  was  founded  by 
the  FMB  and  staffed  mostly 
missionaries. 

The  FMB’s  top  two  administrators 
resigned  in  protest  in  January. 

It  is  unclear  what  effect  Parks’ 
unexpected  retirement  will  have  on 
the  Swthern  Baptist  Convention  as  a 
whole,  which  is  already  deeply  divid¬ 
ed.  In  recent  years,  finKumental- 
conservatives  have  gained  control  of 
the  convention  and  its  agencies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  FMB  trustee  board. 

Bc^  Parks  and  Hancock  express¬ 
ed  concern  about  the  effect  ^rks’ 
retirement  would  have  on  the  FMB’s 
3,900  missionaries  serving  in  122 
countries. 

Hancock  called  on  the  missionaries 
to  “rely  on  Lord”  to  affirm  their  ser¬ 
vice  with  the  FMB.  He  said  the  FMB 
remains  ciHnmitted  to  the  same  mis¬ 
sion  principles  under  which  those  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  appointed.  “I  believe 
that  these  3,900  people  responi^  to 
God’s  call  and  put  mir  trust  in  the 
board  ...  on  the  basis  of  those  prin¬ 
ciples,”  he  said. 

Parks  said  he  is  concerned  about . 
the  missionaries  but  predictions  that 
many  would  now  leave  the  field  are 
exaggerated.  “There  may  be  some 
fallout,”  he  said,  “but  I  don’t  think  this 
decision  will  have  the  repercussions 
that  some  have  surmised.”  He 
[Hedicted  his  retirement  would  not 
change  the  trustees’  relationship  with 
the  missionaries,  at  least  for  now. 

Warner  is  editor  of  Associated  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 


Evangelist  calls 
Noriega  ^^brother 
in  the  Lord^^ 

By  Sarah  Zimmerman 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  As  prosecution 
in  the  drug  trafficking  trial  of  Manuel 
Noriega  nears  an  end,  a  Texas 
evangelist  says,  “Whatever  the  court 
decision,  we  have  a  brother  in  the 
Lord.” 

Rudy  Hernandez,  vocational 
evangelist  based  in  San  Antonio, 
Ibxas,  has  visited  Noriega  several 
times  while  the  deposed  leader  of 
Panama  waited  for  his  trial. 

Hernandez  was  with  Noriega  May 
15, 1990,  when  Noriega  made  a  profes¬ 
sion  of  faith.  Hernandez  says  reprated 
visits  with  Noriega  have  convinced 
him  Noriega  was  sincere 

The  last  visit  Hernandez  had  with 
Noriega  was  in  December  and  he 
plans  to  see  Noriega  again  in  April. 
Hernandez  said  during  his  December 
visit,  one  of  the  prison  guards,  who  is 
a  (Christian,  told  him,  “There  is  no 
question  that  Cien.  Noriega  is  born 
again.” 

Also  on  his  last  visit,  Hernandez 
said  Noriega  showed  him  his  Bible 
and  it  was  covered  with  notes  from 
Noriega’!;  j^er^nal  Bible  sMy. 

During  their  last  visit,“General 
Noriega  told  me  that  he  felt 
strengthened  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord,”  Hernandez  said.  “He  wanted 
me  to  thank  everyone  who  has  prayed 
for  him.  But  I  asked  him  to  pray  for 
us.” 

Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB. 


At  least  138  American  towns  have 
“Angel”  in  their  name 


Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


The  place:  Clinton 


“You’ve  got  shoes” 

“All  (fod’s  Chillun  Got  Shoes.”  Is 
that  the  way  the  song  goes?  Joyce  Mit¬ 
chell,  associate  executive  direchM; 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC, 
talked  about  shoes  li^t  week  at  the 
WMU  convention  in  Clinton. 

As  there  are  different  management 
styles,  she  said,  so  there  are  certain 
shoe  styles  that  are  needed  for  mis¬ 
sions  involvement  where  we  are.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Joyce,  the  basics  of 
footwear  are: 

1.  Reeboks  —  essential  to  be  called 
fw  missions:  action  shoes  for  disaster 
relief  work ;  shoes  not  afraid  of  getting 
dirty. 

2.  Fluffy  bedroom  slippm  —  fw  ris¬ 
ing  early,  having  [myer  ti^  reacting 
mission  books,  writing  missicMiaries, 
preparing  for  Itoptist  WcXnen  or  Girls 
in  Action  meetings. 

3.  WMU  shoes  —  low-heeled  and 
comfortable;  always  in  style  for 
teaching  mission  study,  conducting 
trainii^  sessions,  or  for  teaching  con¬ 
versational  English. 

4.  Oepe  soled  loafers  —  quiet,  for 

visiting  hospitals  or  for  maki^  cenn- 
munity  surveys  or  for  driving  the, 
church  van  to  take  meals  to  the' 
elderly.  ‘  ^ 

5.  Reinforced  steel-toed  boots  —  fw 
work  in  constructimi,  painting,  clean¬ 
up,  or  other  physically  hard  work. 

6.  Spectator  pumps  —  never  need¬ 
ed:  no  standing  on  sidelines  as  a  spec¬ 
tator  allowed. 

“Here  in  Mississipfa,”  she  said, 
“put  on  suitaUe  shoes  and  begin  your 
ministry.  You  can’t  do  everything. 
Find  Gc^’s  plan  for  you.  You  are  not 
responsible  for  meeting  every  need, 
just  the  ones  God  calls  you  to.  You 
have  the  right  shoes.  What  about  ser¬ 
vice?” 

What  children  need 

Three  members  of  the  Baptist 
Record  editor'ls  family  made  valuable 
contributions  last  week  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  WMU  annual  meeting. 
His  son-in-law,  Russell  Kyzar,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  (fosta  Rica,  directed  the 
congregational  singing  and  presented 
special  music.  His  daughter,  Melinda 
Kyzar,  played  the  piana  Bo^  Kyzars 
t^  part  in  a  panel  discussion,  “Call¬ 
ed  ...  to  Family  Missions,”  and  the 
editor’s  wife,  Lois,  was  featured 
speaker  on  the  topic,  “Accoun¬ 
table  ...  in  Family  Missions.” 


Guy  and  Lois,  of  Clinton,  former 
missionaries  to  Korea  and  the  Philip- 
{Hnes,  are  parrats  of  four  diildren  and 
grandparrats  of  seven.  She  said,  “Out 
philosophy  was: 

“C^dren  need  our  love  more  than 
our  money  or  the  things  it  can  buy. 

“(Children  ne^  to  kmow  that  CM 
loves  them  more  than  we  do  and  that 
he  has  a  plan  for  their  lives. 

“CMldren  need  older  (Christians  to 
be  their  friends,  counselors,  and 
guides.  You  are  accountable  if  God 
has  gifted  you  in  this  area. 

“C^dren  need  to  see  their  parents 
walk  what  they  talk,  and  see  them 
study^  (fod’s  Word  and  praying. 

“Cliildren  need  to  be  brought  into 
family  worship;  to  establish  th^  own 
devotional  lives;  to  learn  that  the 
Word  of  God  does  have  the  answers  for 
their  problems  and  that  God  does 
answer  prayer. 

“Children  need  opportunities  to 
serve  the  Lord  —  beyond  their  church 
doors  —  to  get  a  vision  of  how  (Christ 
can  change  lives. 

“We  believe  strong  Christian 
families  share  mutual  appreciation, 
time  spent  together,  good  communica¬ 
tion,  commitment,  and  lots  of  love” 


Imploring  hands 

Myrtice  Owens,  nurse,  retired  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Namibia,  told  WMU 
members  about  early  years  in  Africa 
when  she  and  her  husband  would 
travel  to  many  villages,  miles  and 
miles  over  rough  roads.  At  night,  they 
would  sleep  in  the  back  of  their  pick¬ 
up  truck.  By  day  they  would  counsel, 
witness,  teach,  heal,  help. 

Once  a  man  came  to  meet  them  and 
asked  if  they  would  go  to  his  village 
Since  ti^  had  a  full  schedule,  at  first 
they  said  na  Yet  he  insisted,  and  they 
could  not  say  na  By  the  time  they 
reached  his  place,  it  was  9  o’clock  at 
night.  They  said,  “We  will  begin  work 
in  the  morning.” 

But  the  man  said,  “No,  come  now. 
They  have  been  waiting  since  noon.” 

Owens  remembered,.  “I  noticed  the 
glowing  coals  here  and  there,  left 
from  fires  where  people  had  cooked 
their  supper.  And  as  I  walked  through 
the  darkness,  I  could  only  see  in  the 
dim  firelight  the  hands  reaching 
out . . . .” 

All  over  the  world,  imploring  hands 
reach  out  to  us. 


Ondie  Brum  reports  on  Russia: 
2,300  professions  of  faith 
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Home  Board  directors 
decline  Freemasonry  study 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Directors  of  the 
Home  Mission  Board  declined  a  re¬ 
quest  from  the  Southern  BaptM  Con- 
scntion  to  study  the  tea^n^  of 
Masonic  lodges,  referring  the  issue 
back  to  the  Swthem  Baptist  Conven- 
tioo  in  June 

‘'We  feel  like  no  agency  has  a  right 
to  pass  judgement  on  personal 
behavior  choices  like  this,”  said 
Johnny  Jackson,  chairman  of  the 
HMB’s  board  oi  directors  after  its 
March  meeting. 

Last  year,  a  motion  presented  at  the 
SBC  in  Atlanta  asked  the  HMB’s  In¬ 
terfaith  Witness  Department  to  com¬ 
pare  Bfasonic  teachings  with  Clhris- 
tian  doctrine  The  motion  was  refo*- 
red  by  the  convention’s  committee  on 
order  oi  business  to  the  Home  Mission 
Board  for  consideration. 

Ihe  vote  by  the  HMB  board  oi  direc¬ 
tors  at  its  March  meeting  takes  no  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  requested  study  and  asks 
messenj^rs  to  address  the  potential¬ 
ly  divisive  matter  at  this  year’s  con¬ 
vention  in  Indianapolis,  June  9-11. 

Some  Southern  Baptists  contend 
Masonic  teachings,  or  Freemasonry, 
are  contrary  to  Ctuistian  doctrine. 

But  many  Baptists  are  Masons  and 
some  board  members  said  condemn¬ 
ing  Masonic  membership  would  cause 
strife  within  the  convention. 

The  Home  Mission  Board’s  Inter¬ 
faith  Witness  Department  issues  posi¬ 
tion  papers  on  religions,  sects,  and 
cults.  But  that  department’s  job  is  to 


study  established  religions,  not  frater¬ 
nal  organizations,  said  department 
head  Gary  Leazer. 

This  was  the  second  time  the  Home 
Mission  Board  voted  against  in¬ 
vestigating  the  fraternal  order. 

In  1985,  a  messenger  to  the  annual 
convention  propo^  a  four-page 
resolution  blasting  Masons  as  a 
“simtually  devastating  and  upgodly 
brotherhood  oi  Satanic  darkn^.” 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Home  Mission  Board  which,  in  turn, 
authorized  a  study  by  its  Interfaith 
Witness  Department. 

As  a  result,  the  board  simply  con¬ 
cluded  “Freemasonry  does  not  fall 
within  the  scope  of  assigned  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Home  Mi^on  Boi^.” 

The  issue  resurfaced  last  year  with 
a  call  for  a  new  investigation  by  the 
Interfaith  Witness  Department, 
“apart  fit»n  any  employees  that  are 
in  a  position  to  be  i^uenced  by 
Masonic  members  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  or  otherwise” 

Chairman  Jackson  said  he  thinks 
most  Southern  Baptists  don’t  care 
about  Freemasonry. 

“It’s  those  who  are  extremist  or 
militant  on  either  side  of  the  issue  who 
have  caused  whatever  divisiveness 
that  has  occurred,”  he  said. 

Some  board  members,  however, 
disagreed. 

“I  think  we  have  the  resources 
within  theTnterfaith  Witness  DqmuI- 
ment  to  have  responded  a  little  more 


thorou^y,”  said  Walter  Collett,  of 
Columbia,  Md. 

In  a  November  1991  surv^  of 
church  leaders,  37%  oi  the  pastors 
asked  said  the  Southern  Baptot  (in¬ 
vention  should  have  an  (rfficial  state¬ 
ment  on  Freemasonry. 

Sixty  popcent  of  the  pastors  said  it 
wasn’t  important  at  all  to  have  a  state¬ 
ment  w  bad  no  opinion,  according  to 
the  poll,  taken  by  the  Baptist  Sunday 
Schmd  Board. 

Forty-nine  potent  of  the  p^tors 
said  FVeemasonry  and  Christianity 
have  at  least  some  conflict.  Seventy- 
one  percent  of  pastors  said  their 
church  has  never  dealt  with  the  issue 

Among  the  denominations  which 
have  taken  a  stand  against 
Freemasonry  is  the  Lutheran  ^urch 
-  Missouri  Synod,  U.S.A. 

Eldon  Winker,  director  of  that 
denomination’s  Commission  of 
Organizations,  said  Masonic 
teachings  oppose  Christianity 
because  they  offer  members  b(^ 
oi  eternal  reward  based  on  living  a 
virtuous  life” 

About  a  half-dozen  denominations 
have  issued  statements  on 
Freemasonry,  said  Leazer,  who  con¬ 
tends  it  is  not  a  religion  even  if  a 
minority  of  members  treat  it  as  such. 

“It  really  is  a  place  where  grown  up 
men  can  p^y  like  boys,”  said  Leazer. 
“It’s  certainly  not  anyttiing  we  want 
to  divide  the  convention  over.” 


Gratitude  gift  goes  to  Drummonds 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  - 
Trustees  of  Southeastern  Seminary 
accepted  President  Lewis  A.  Drum¬ 
mond’s  retirement  request  and  voted 
to  give  him  a  3107,250  cash  gift  plus 
other  benefits. 

In  addition,  Drummond.  65,  will 
receive  the  car  the  seminary  has  been 
providing  him  plus  furnishings  from 
the  president’s  residence  equal  to  his 
$27,000  contribution  when  the  house 
was  remodeled  and  enlarged. 

Those  and  other  actions  came  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  day  of  a  March  9-10 
r^ular  trustees’  meeting  on  the  Wake 
Forest  campus. 

Drummond  announced  his  retire¬ 
ment  in  January  fcdlowing  a  four-hour 
closed-door  session  with  the  trustees’ 
executive  committee  on  campus. 

He  will  leave  June  30  but  is  expected 


By  Herb  Hollinger 

to  teach  evangelism  at  another  school, 
possibly  Be^n  Divinity  School  at 
Samfotd  University  in  Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Omitted  from  the  final  package  was 
a  seven-month  sabbatical  leave  base 
salary  which  would  have  been  added 
to  a  gift  of  one  year’s  base  salary  of 
$72,500.  Privately,  a  trustee  said  the 
package  would  hav«  amounted  to  a 
$122,000  gift  which  a  number  of 
trustees  opposed. 

Calvin  Partain  of  GaUup,  N.M.,  said 
trustees  agr^  the  sabbatical  salary 
was  not  “fitting.”  Although  he  voted 
for  the  final  package  Partain  conced¬ 
ed  the  gratitude  gift  was  “a  lot  of 
money.  But  I’m  not  sure  that  I’d  go 
thorough  what  he’s  been  through  for 
$100,000.” 


Also  missing  from  the  original  pro¬ 
posal  was  a  portrait  of  the  president 
“mutually  agreed  to  (by  Drummond) 
with  the  chairman  of  the  trustees” 
and  the  honorary  title  of  chancellor. 

Faculty  members  balked  at  the 
chancellor’s  title,  citing  in  a  statenoent 
relayed  to  the  trustees,  among  other 
things,  that  it  was  not  in  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  shared  governance  with  the 
faculty  or  other  constituencies  of  the 
seminary;  that  it  seemed  inap¬ 
propriate  since  two  previous 
pre^dents  are  still  living  and  have  not 
been  given  that  title;  and  that  a  poten¬ 
tial  conflict  of  interest  if  Dnunmond 
accepts  a  position  with  another 
seminary  w  divinity  school. 

Hollinger  is  director  of  Baptist 
Press. 


Opening  doors  for  disabled  Christians 

More  than  36  million  people  in  the  United  States  have  some  form  of  disability.  This 
number  includes  children  born  with  disabilities,  people  who  have  been  in  accidents, 
others  who  develop  debilitating  diseases,  and  oldw  people  who  experience  decreased 
mobMty  or  sensory  perception.  Traditionatty,  churches  have  lagged  tar  behind  business 
and  public  institutions  in  eliminating  barriersto  full  participation  by  wheelchair  users. 
Because  Christians  with  disabilities  need  to  continue  to  contribute  to  and  enjoy 
feitowship  and  support  of  the  church,  access  to  church  tacilities  must  be  available 
to  them.  A  victim  of  muscular  dystrophy,  Monica  Cross,  pictured  above,  is  an  outspoten 
artvocate  for  the  rights  of  those  with  disabilities.  For  free  literature  on  how  to  develop 
ministries  for  the  disabled,  contact  customer  service  at  the  Home  Mission  Board  by 
calling  t-8(X)-€34-2462.  Request  product  numbers  36619-F  and  63242-F.  (Photo  by 
Laura  Sykes.) 


Foundation  sends  check  to  BJC 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  Baptist 
Foundation  sent  a  check  for  $81,036  to 
the  Baptist  Joint  (Committee  on  PuMic 
Affairs  March  U,  according  to  Fbun- 
dation  President  Hrdlis  E.  Johnson 

in. 

The  amount  is  the  “accumulated 
growth  of  the  principal”  on  the 
disputed  funds  held  by  the  foundation 
and  per  instructions  ^ven  the  founda¬ 
tion  bv  the  SBC  Executive  (Committee 
in  Froruary.  Johnson  contends  the 
foundation  acts  as  an  agent  for  the 


$300,000  fund  principal,  not  as  the 
trus^  and  thus  had  a^ed  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  C^mnmittee  for  Instructions  in 
the  matter. 

']rhe  [xrincipalamount  was  given  in 
1968  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  as  a  capital  expenditure  But  who 
gets  the  amount  has  been  disputed 
with  the  BJCH’A,  a  religious  liberty 
lobby  in  Washington,  and  the  SBC 
(Diristian  Life  (fommission,  both 
claiming  ownership. 


Florida  Fellowship  doubles  since  1991 


ORLANDO  (ABP)  —  Baptists  are 
being  called  “back  to  the  future,”  John 
Hewett  told  nrare  than  700  people  at¬ 
tending  the  second  annual  meeting  of 
the  C^oqierative  Baptist  Fellowship  of 

Florida.  _ _ 

Attendance  for  this  year's  meeting 
at  College  Park  Baptist  Church  in 
Orlando  more  than  doubled  atten¬ 
dance  at  last  year’s  meeting. 

During  the  Feb.  13  gathering,  par¬ 
ticipants  explored  several  alter¬ 
natives  to  traditional  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  structures  through  workshops, 
worshipped  together,  and  heard 
reports  on  the  Fellowship’s  progress. 

Hewett,  pastor  of  First  (Church  in 
Asheville,  N.C.,  and  moderator  for  the 
national  Cooperative  Baptist 


Fellowship,  brought  the  keynote 
address. 

“I  believe  God  has  called  us  back  to 
the  future,”  Hewett  said,  “and  that 
(fod  has  something  in  store  for  us  that 
we  have  only  yet  begun  to  (foeam. 

“Wte've  come  here  toni^  fo  telk 
about  a  better  future  ai^  a  more 
honest  future,  and  a  more  Baptist 
future,”  he  said.  “We've  spent  too 
many  of  our  years  arguing  with  each 
other  over  who  got  to  go,  as  an  excuse 
for  not  going.  We’ve  sp^  too  much  of 
our  time  wrangling  over  who  gets  to 
be  first  in  the  bucket  brigade  while  the 
house  across  the  street  is  burning 
down.” 

Hewett  told  the  group  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  there  is  nothing  he 


can  do  to  change  the  direction  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention’s  new 
conservative  leadership. 

“I  do  not  know  how  to  live  in  a 
denomination  where  Keith  Parks, 
Canri^  Weatherford,  Duke  McfCall, 
and  Boy  Honeycutt  are  symbols  of 
unbelief,”  he  said.  “I  do  not  know  how 
to  live  in  a  denomination  wha«  the 
college  that  took  me  from  ignorance 
and  set  me  on  a  road  toward 
theological  accountability  is  malign¬ 
ed  ^  people  who  have  never  set  foot 
on  its  campus.” 

The  1987  Frantai^am  Heart  Study 
says  non-church  going  women  have  20 
times  the  heart  attack  risk  of 
church-going  women. 


Texas  conservatives  launch  paper 


By  Ken  Camp 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Citing  their  desire 
to  provide  a  “balanced  and  objective" 
news  source  fw  Southern  Ba^ists  in 
Tbxas,  leaders  oi  the  Texas  Baptist 
Conservative  Fellowship  plan  to 
launch  the  first  issue  of  a  statewide 
newsletter  within  the  next  week. 

The  Texas  Baptist  Conservative 
Newsletter  will  bejwUished  “monthly 
ofHcially,  but  unonicially  we  asp^  to 
publish  twice  a  month,”  said  rarry 
Ellis,  executive  editor  of  the  newslet¬ 
ter  and  executive  director  of  the  con¬ 
servative  fellowship. 

Sample  copies  of  the  newsletter  are 
being  reviev^  by  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Texas  Baptist  (Conser¬ 


vative  Fellowship,  and  the  first  issue 
is  expected  to  be  mailed  to  all 
Southm  Baptist  pastors  in  Texas  dar¬ 
ing  the  week  of  March  8. 

Ellis,  a  former  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  to  Brazil  -  and-  -ao«r~a 
member  of  First  Church  of  Dallas, 
emphasized  the  publicatian  is  needed 
to  ^ve  Texas  Baptists  “balanced  and 
objective”  information. 

However,  he  stopped  short  saying 
the  newsletter  is  in  direct  competition 
with  the  Baptist  Standard,  weekly 
newsjournal  of  Texas  Baptists. 

Camp  is  public  relations  director  of 
Baptist  (ieneral  Convention  of  Texas. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Christianity  done  a 
great  ii\justice 

Editor: 

I  know  it's  yoor  job  to  lepoit 
die  news  for  die  Baptist  Record, 
bat  I  dank  you  have  leaOy  done 
CSuistiaiiity  a  gi^  injustice  for 
printing  tte  article  concerning 
the  church  in  North  Carolina 
tdenin^  homosexnality.  God  for¬ 
bids  thtf  type  of  befaaviOT,  ‘*tragi- 
calfy.”  You  do  not  realize  what  a 
proUem  this  jvoposes  on  Soudi- 
em  B^rdsts  when  odier  re^ons 
look  this  type  of  publicity.  I 
know  because  I  come  from  a 
Mormon  background.  This 
makes  it  so  easy  for  people  to 
ridicide  Christianity. 

nease  wei^  die  odds  before 
you  do  this  again  and  stop  to  ask 
yourself  if  this  would  please  our 


Lord  and  Savitv  Jesus  Christ 
This  dmrcfa  should  be  banned 
from  die  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  and  I  do  h(^  this  comes 
op  at  tte  Convention  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

Thanks  for  allowing  me  to 
have  a  say  concerning  our  Mess¬ 
ed  Savior’s  name.  He  did  die  fm 
our  sins,  you  know. 

Dorod^  Whitehead 
Summit 


Editor. 

Six  men  are  needed  to  join  a 
crew  going  to  Juneau,  ^aska 
July  6-17,  1992  to  reroof  three 
buildings,  tear  out  and  rebuild 
some  kitchen  cabinets,  poor  a 
concrete  walkway,  build  parches 
to  coimect  existing  building, 
build  a  long  walkway  down  a  hill 
consisting  M  about  30  st^,  and 
possibly  do  some  painting.  The 
total  cost  is  $600  each,  and  the 
volunteer  must  be  willing  to  fly 
out  of  Jackson.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  cofttact  Olyn  F.  Roberts 
at  263-4886. 

Bqitist  Volunteer  Nfis- 
sion  Builders,  Inc. 
Madustoo 


La.  Baptists 
open  new 
Sellers 
addition 

By  Jim  Newton 

TALLULAH,  La.  (BP)  — 
Louisiana  Baptists  dedicated  a 
13,000-square-foot  “Happy 
Hoiue”  fw  Sellers  BiqMist  Mater¬ 
nity  Home  March  7,  the  same 
day  a  new  baby  was  bom  to  an 
unwed  mother  residing  at  the 
home. 

Operadoo  of  the  Selleis  Home, 
located  in  New  Orleans  for  58 
years,  was  transferred  from  the 
Home  Mission  Board  to  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Children's 
Home  in  Monroe,  La.,  on  JaiL  1, 
1922. 

Mote  than  500  people  attended 
die  dedicadon  program  in  Tallu¬ 
lah,  a  smaH  town  of  about  12,000 
residents  in  northeast  Louisiana 
about  SO  miles  east  of  Monroe 
nd  25  miles  west  of  Vicksburg, 
NBss. 

Daring  the  first  58  years  of  its 
opentthm  in  New  Odums,  a  total 
of  6,539  women  utilized  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  Sellers  Home.  A  total  of 
2,996  babies  were  bom  to 
women  helped  through  the  Sell¬ 
ers  Home  m  New  Orieans,  and 
2,355  of  these  were  adopted 
through  the  arfopdbn  program  at 
Seders. 

Newton  writes  for  HMB. 


Publicize  tenmnating 
churches 

Editor 

Concerning  Tim  Nicholas’  arti- 
de,  “Tetminadons:  ’Not  all  due 
to  mean  deacons,’”  of  March  5, 
1992:  The  tenure  of  this  article 
was  very  generous,  in  fact  too 
generous  to  a  minority  of  indi¬ 
viduals. 

I  understand  it  was  not  die  in¬ 
tent  to  encourage  “terminating 
deacons.”  But  the  possibility 
looms  larger  dian  you  might  real¬ 
ize. 

The  approximately  116  SBC 
pastOR  find  themsdves  ter¬ 
minated  today  by  a  “secret  vole 
of  a  secret  s^-a| 
draw  little  consol 


INDIANAPOLIS  CONVENTION 
PACKAGES:  Hotel  aeeommoda- 
tioM,  shotUe,  transfers  and  more. 
Discount  airfares  available.  Chris¬ 
tian  Travelers  1-SS0-972-SS52. 


For  Just  |2S  see  the  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  KeUerh  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
coodidoiied  kMgtaig,  swimming.  |S 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookont, 
dessert  and  breakfatn  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  CaU  S01/2S3-8418  today! 


AnnnIlAH  nf  vinlntinn 

Appauea  ax  Vioiaiion  schemes...”  (Eph.  6:11- 

Editev:  17). 

I  have  been  a  Christian  for  However,  God  provided  many 
some  16  years,  and  am  an  active  wide  open  doors  tor  me  to  share 
member  and  deacon  at  Antioch  openly  widi  my  fiunily  and  oth- 
Cburcfa  in  CMumbus.  I  am  totally  ers  about  the  tr^  in  tte  Bible.  It 
rmpalled  at  the  fact  that  some  was  the  fiineral  that  started  my 
cnurches  associated  with  the  younger  sister  questioning  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Buddhist  rdigioa  It  didn’t  seem 
have  stooped  so  low  as  to  allow  right  to  her  that  it  depended  on 
homosexuals  into  their  church,  one’s  wealth  and  the  wealth  of 
and  for  allowing  a  “ceremony  of  those  left  behind  to  purchase 
Messing.”  It  should  be  call^  a  merit  to  gain  a  higher  heaven  in 
“ceremony  of  blasphemy.”  the  next  life  for  the  dead.  The 

As  Christians  we  must  attack  poor  are  left  widi  no  hope, 
this  sin  like  all  other  siru,  as  a  Soon  after,  m^  younger  sister 
direet  disobedience  against  our  became  a  Christum.  A  year  later 
Lord,  and  stand  firm  on  his  my  mother  and  older  sister  also 
Word.  Forgiving  sitmers  is  not  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
the  issue,  to  we  cannot  condone  Savior.  I  praise  God  that  now  I 
such  a  flagrant  act  against  God.  have  the  qmitoal  fellows^  with 
Tins  just  not  be  toleraied  by  my  fimily  that  I  prayed  six  years 
God  and  if  we  as  Souttiem  Bqv  fof.  T  alshys  wondered  what  it 
data  hove  any  smarts  in  us,  we  would  be  Ito.  Now  I  know  h’s 
need  to  take  raefa  a  stand.  wonderfull  Praise  God,  “all 

It  rai^  be  true  that  the  churches  tfafaigs  work  together  for  good  to 
wMiin  the  Soutfaem  Baptist  Con-  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who 
vention  are  left  to  govern  them-  are  called  according  to  Us  pur- 
selves,  but  we  or  no  one  else  pose”  (Rom.  8:28). 
have  the  authority  to  change  Sakcfaai  Adkins 

God’s  laws  to  meet  our  hfestylm.  Rockport,  Texas 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  IM.  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


and  com¬ 
fort  from  the  fKt  that  all  deacons 
do  not  become  involved  in  this 
ungodly  and  urdiiMical  terminat¬ 
ing  practice. 

I  simpty  ask  where  have 
all  tb^  connict  experts  sudden¬ 
ly  evolved  from?  I  venture  to 
observe  from  their  superfluous 
recommendations  none  have 
incurred  this  cruel  and  unosual 
sufiering,  nor  the  cold  shoulder 
from  too  many  brethren  who 
often  harbor  a  tiny  degree  of  sus- 
pician  of  possible  g^t! 

The  PR  suggestion  seems  to 
pale  in  significance  in  compari¬ 
son  to  the  real  life  issue. 

It’s  just  as  normal  for  pMors  to 
build  trustfog  relatioiiu^  as  it 
is  to  piqMte  sermons,  vMMations, 


POND  STOCKERS:  ALBINO. 
Chaimel/Blue  Catfish,  Grass  Carp, 
Bream:  Coppemose,  Shellcracker, 
BluegUI,  super/hybrid.  Call  in 
order.  Phone  (601)  267-9859. 
Delivery  date:  Saturday,  March  28 
in  Belmont  Farm  and  Garden 
6:36-7;  Fulton  Delany’s  Grocery 
8-8:36;  Armory  Farm  Supply 
9:15-9:45;  Aberdeen  Willis  Mit 
Shop  16:36-11;  Coiumbas  45  A  50 
Hwy  12-12 :36/Coantry  Store  45 
South  1:36-2;  Mayhew  Junction 
3-3:36;  Starkville  Co4)p  4-4:36; 
Sturgis  BP  Station  5-5:36;  Acker¬ 
man  BP  Station  64:36. 


NEEDED:  Mature  Summer 
CAMP  DIRECTOR  (male  or  fe¬ 
male  or  couple  to  serve  as  direc- 
tor/connselor).  Five  wacks  of 
camp  July  O-August  7.  Minimum 
requirements  —  1  year  college,  21 
years  old.  Camping  experience 
helpful,  but  not  necessary.  Camp 
located  in  Charleston  area.  Send 
cover  letter  and  resume’  to  David 
Crowe,  Route  1,  Bra  27-A,  Enis,  MS 
38927.  (661)  623-7916.  Must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  April  I. 


men  today  becaw  of  bad  PR  is 
hardly  ntoiglMe. 

The  fiw  who  deserve  lemiina- 
tion  are  haxdly  in  the  limelight  of 
Swaggert  and  Bakker. 

One  competent  recommenda- 


1909  —  There  were  five 
chap6ars  of  Royal  Ambassadors 
reported  at  the  annual  WMU 
Qinvottion. 
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ts  in  April  Festival  ^ 
scheduled  m  Clinton 


Th«r»day,  March  88;  IW2 


Just  for  the  Record 


nble,  a  select  in-  ^  William  Carey  CoUeM  will  host  barbecue  lunch  and  free  tickets  to  an 

rom  Southwestern  <  Spring  Preview  Days  on  both  the  Hat*  afternoon  baseball  game  featuring 

rform  in  Clinton  '  ^  ^  1  ^  tiesburg  and  Gulfport  campuses  f<w  the  Crusades  against  Spring  Hill 

1  Aven  Auditorium  Riverside  Chureli,  Long  ^ach,  wiU  LillllClren,  graCleS  l-Q  high  school  and  junior  college  College^ 

MSS*MS?”m^5??nfoi5Si:  will  present  concert  S!^£h3SJKwS?uS'S  « 

pnll  4>a-7ir7R  m  ^  ^  1 .  uay  is  scneou^  np™  ^nue  g  j,  ^  registration  begin 

at  MC  Coliseum  held  irnWHaU  atoduIed  emus 

•11  1  1  cc  1.  The pn^mswil^ve students^  included  lunch  by  the  pool,  an  art 

IVlll  help  SS  directors  TVpublkieumttdto.concertl,  dJjl.,inU»&nd.CUleepieG.ll.r,, 

to  gnlte  M  Z  SSSchotarsh'p  aS 

ay  School  Depart-  evening,  breakfast  on  Saturday,  and  Saturday,  April  4  at  1  p.nii.  pie  concert  counselors.  Fbr  further  information,  contact  the 

a  seminar  to  help  conference  materials.  The  Friday  jdace  at  the  Mississippi  Col-  R^istration  for  the  Hattiesburg  admissions  office  on  the  Hattiesburg 

hoof  directors  bet-  evening  schedule  will  b^in  with  sup-  lege  coliseum  in  Clinton.  Preview  Day  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  campus  at  800-962-5991  or  601-582-6103 

ter  understand  and  per  at  6.  The  seminar  is  to  be  6:30  to  Choral  director  will  be  Rhonda  April  4  in  the  Thomas  Business  or  contact  the  Gulfport  xampus  at 

cope  with  their  9:30.  The  Saturday  morning  session  Edge-Buesche,  who  teaches  at  Building.  Events  scheduled  inclu^  a  601-865-1500. 

responsibilities  of  will  begin  with  breakfast  at  8  and  the'  Southwestern  Seminary,  Ft.  Worth, 

leadii^  the  Bible  seminar  from  8:30  to  12:40.  The 

tocJiing  organize-  The  guest  speaker  for  the  seminar  Redeen 
tion  of  church,  will  be  Ken  Dean,  general  officers’  His  Mi 
The  seminar  will  program  section  growth  consultant  in  Lambs,’ 


Staff  changes 


ISi'VOCAtiOn&i  Grove  Church,  Mendenhall,  North  McCon 

...  .  has  called  Donald  R.  Klceb  as  pashnr  has  called  SUi 

SIJI  Ail  CuUrCO  effective  Feb.  16.  His  previous  place  -  minister  of  you( 

,  of  service  was  Shady  Grove  Church  in  native  of  Lam 

meet  is  set  Smith  County.  Kieeb  received  his  education  at  Sai 

education  at  University  of  New  mingham,  Ala. 

A  Bi-vocational/Sinall  Church  Con-  Orleans  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Seminary.  He  w 

ference  will  take  place  at  New 
Orleans  Sem^ry,  Apr.  10-11.  Its  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  uplift  the  iinage  of  bivoca- 
tional  ministers,  equip  ministers  in 
bivocational  churches,  and  help  them 
meet  family  needs  under  occupa¬ 
tional  pressures. 

Speakers  include  Jimmy  McCaleb, 
a  contract  consultant  with  the  Qnvch 
Music  Department  MBCB;  James 
Nelson,  a  California  pastor;  James 
Greer,  bivocational  representative; 

John  Shanks  of  the  Annuity  Board; 
and  Ll(^  Sweatt,  deacon  family 
minister. 

The  conference  is  endowed  bv  the 
late  John  Peyton  Holcomb,  a 
Mississippi  native  who  served  as  a 
public  school  principal  and  teacher 
and  as  a  rural  church  pastor.  The  cost 
to  participants  is  $10  if  received  by 
April  9,  $20  for  walk-ins.  Spouses  at¬ 
tend  free. 

Write  the  Office  of  Continuing 
Education,  New  Orleans  ^ptist 
Theological  Seminaiy,  3939  Gentilly 
Bfvd.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70128. - 


Dean 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  tlyie  to  meet  every 
need.  Ouallty  wortonenehlp  guaranteed. 
Write  for  Wuetrated  price  (oider. 
“fniematfonaify  known  ipecie/Ma" 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDINQ  CO. 


Okahola  Church  installed  Bill 
Osborn,  Christian  psychcrfogist  at  the 
Sassafras  Hill  Counseling  Center, 
as  its  interim 
pastor  on  March  8. 
The  Okahola 
Church  serves  a 
largely  rural  com¬ 
munity  in  the 
Black  Creek  Basin 

/between  Oak 
Grove  and  Purvis. 
Osborn  conducts 
services  on  Sun¬ 
days  and  Wednes¬ 
day  nights. 


Senior  adult 
corner 


InCONCSflT 

Sunday,  March  29, 6  pm 
McDowell  Road 
Baptist  Chuch 

1020  McOowult  Road 
Jackson,  MS 
372-1504 


Gandy  vocational  oppor-  ibe  L.L.L.  (Live  Long  and  Like  It)  of 

tuniti^  to  be  released  in  the  fair  Eirst  Church,  Columbus  recently 
Purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  train  traveled  to  Macon.  The  group  ate 
eaders  in  vocational  guidance  to  help  lunch  at  the  Oak  TY«  Inn  and  then 
oersons  interested  in  church  vocations  yisit^  a  member's  sister,  who  is  ah 
io  these  leaders,  in  turn,  can  train  invalid.  While  at  her  home  the  choir 
-hurch  leadership  for  this  task.  iwng  several  familiar  hymns.  Wayne 
T^cs  to  be  discussed  include  Jackson  is  the  leader  and  Jeannine 
responding  to  God’s  Call,  Nurturing  Eraser  is  his  assistant, 
the  Called,  Preparing  for  Ministry,  - 


Osborn 


Donald  R.  Silkwood  has  accepted 
the  call  as  pastor  of  Stevens  Chapel 
Church  as  (if  March  8,  in  Smithfield, 
1812  —  Miss  Margaret  M.  Lackey  N.C.  He  was  pastor  of  New  Ireland 
was  named  corresponding  secretary  Church,  Union,  Newton  County, 
of  the  Women’k  mssionary  Union  Silkwood  is  a  graduate  of  Clarke  ^1- 
department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  lege  and  Mississippi  CiiUege.  He  is 
Convention.  She  held  this  post  until  now  attending  Southeastern 
1930.  Seminary. 


Discovering  G<x!’s  Will,  Identifyii^  The  word  ‘smile'  doesn’t  appear  in 
Personal  Stnengths,  and  Using  the  King  James  Version. 


ndirres  iri’th^  news  bui  Tanksiey  dies 


of  ttw  Womon  of  Ctaito  organization  prepared  boxes  of  toilet  aiticies 
and  other  supplies.  These  items  were  donated  by  WOC  to  Mark  McDonald,  Newton 


County  pastor,  who  receraiy  served  in  a  short-term  mission  effort  in  Guatamala.  Pic¬ 


tured,  left  to  right,  are  Mary  Burt,  Gail  Hollingsworth,  Joyce  Zeigler,  and  Evelyn 


WiUiam  H.  “BiU”  Tanksley,  54, 
pastor  of  Edgefield  Church  in  Attala 
Association  died  March  17.  He  spent 
20  years  in  the  U.S.  Army  and  after 
retirement  pastored  sevei^  churches 
in  Mississippi.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Melba  and  three  grown  children. 

Pastor’s  wife  dies 

Joann  Walls,  35,  wife  of  Mickey 
Walls,  pastor  of  Pulaski  Church, 
died  Thursday,  March  20.  Funeral 
service  was  ^turday  in  Vardaman. 
She  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  13 
and  16  years  of  age 


'Colston  will 
travel  to  recruit 
missionaries 


Library  officers  plan  fall  meeting 


State  officers  of  Church  Media  Library  Organization  m^  Feb.  20  at  the  Baptist 
Building  to  plan  the  program  for  the  November  annual  m^ing  to  be  held  at  First 
Church,  Greenville.  Back,  standing  left  to  right:  pres.,  Sharon  Neff,  Greenville;  VP, 
Agatha  Sandridge,  Brookhaven;  sec.-treas.,  Joan  Dorris,  Madison;  pr<^ram  chair¬ 
man,  Dixie  Hicks,  Greenville;  ex  officio,  Sandra  Fitts,  past  president,  Corinth.  Seated: 
Keith  Williams;  Joan  Beasley,  Wesson;  Juanita  Hight,  Louisville;  Faye  Miller, 
Hattiesburg. 

Chapman  gives  Staley  Lectures 


on  Boai^’s  mi^ionary  new  president/treasurer-elect  of  the  Wednesday  chapel  services  in  Swor 
entetment  depart-  SBC  Executive  Committee,  visited  Auditorium  of  Nelson  Hall,  and 
^  ment  for  a  few  Clinton  on  Mar.  24  and  25  as  Staley  preached  at  the  prayer  meeting  ser- 
k  months.  Between  Lecturer  at  Mississippi  College  trice  of  First  Church,  Clinton  Wednes- 
■  March  and  July 
B  Colston  wiU  travel 
B  throughout  Missis- 
P  sippi  urging  pas- 
r  tors  to  consider 
fv  becoming  foreign 
M  missionaries.  He 
and  his  wife 
"  Geraldine,  are 
missionaries  to 
South  Korea.  Colston’s  furlough  ad¬ 
dress  is  704  Ponderosa,  Starkville, 

Miss.,  39759.  He  can  be  reached  by 
telephone  at  TeOl)  323-4216. 


Mississippi  Collie,  received  a  full- 
page  “spotlight”  in  the  latest  issue  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  College 
and  University  Business  Officers 
(SACUBO)  magazine.  Barber  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  administration  since  1973.  In  1964 
he  was  elected  president  of  the 
SACUBO  after  rising  through  the  vice- 
presidential  ranks.  He  also  served  as 
secretary  in  1976  and  third  vice- 
president  in  1981.  Barber  currently 
serves  as  archivist  of  SACUBO  and  is 
the  keeper  of  all  the  proceedings  and 
executive  committee  minutes.  He  is  a 
member  of  First  Church  of  Qinton, 
where  he  serves  as  a  deacon  and  Sun¬ 
day  School  wcNrker. 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  •  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


Colston 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


At  the  Thai  Baptist  Youth 
Fellowship  camp,  made  up  of  four 
Baptist  groups  —  Southern, 
American,  Karen,  and  Lahu  —  mis¬ 
sionary  Bob  Stewart  met  a  young 
Baptist  woman  from  Kentucky.  She 
had  married  a  Thai  student  who  was 
in  the  same  college  with  her  and  he 
had  brought  her  back  with  him  to. 
Thailand.  She  had  two  handsome  lit¬ 
tle  b<^  whom  she  took  to  the  camp 
with  her. 

On  meeting  Bob  she  said  that  she 
had  been  looking  forward  to  meeting 
him.  Some  Thai/Chinese  young  peo¬ 
ple  in  her  church  had  told  her,  “At  this 
camp  you  are  going  to  meet  a  mis¬ 
sionary  who  is  American  on  the  out¬ 
side,  but  he  is  'Thai  on  the  inside!” 

Every  day  she  made  a  point  of  tak¬ 
ing  her  two  little  boys  to  see  “Grand- 
daddy  Bob”  and  for  them  to  spend  a 
little  time  with  him.  “I  thank  God  for 
calling  us  so  clearly  to  Thailand,”  said 
Bob,  “and  helping  us  to  become  more 
and  more  Thai  on  the  inside.” 


See  The  Great  Passion  Play. 

Eureka  Inn  haa  just  tfie  Padcage  Plan  for  your  (^noup  to  help 
you  eigoy  “the  greatest  story  ever  told.”  P»  Person  ^ces  are 
as  low  as  $42*.  Paduge  indudes  Lodging,  Buffet  Breakfast, 
Buffet  Dinner  and  Re^rved  Seats  to  The  Great  Passion  Play. 

Call  Group  Reservations  today  for  your 
f{ ^  FREE  GROUP  BROCHURE; 

1-800-221-»I44 

See  (601)  263-96611.  Aztoiw.. 

Pissdoo 


Nurses  invited  to  “Getaway” 

■  Mrs.  Harbin  has  served  as  clinical 

instructor  at  the  School  of  Nursing, 
Southern  Baptist  Hospital  in  Hat- 
tiesburg.  Since  1963,  she  has  coor- 
dinated  hunger  relief  projects  in  Sao 
Paulo  directing  projects  in  a  medical 
center,  and  four 


clinic,  goodwill 
children's  homes. 

Mrs.  Carlson  has  done  summer 
mission  work  in  Honduras  and  has 
served  four  years  as  director  of  the 
Clinton  Community  Christian 
Corporation. 

Special  music  for  the  day  will  be  led 
by  Pat  Siddon,  minister  of  music  at 
Areola  Church. 

The  Getaway  Day  is  sponsored  by 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  MBCB.  It  is  coordinated  by 
Kaye  Wilson,  pro^m  chair  for  the 
fellowship.  There  is  a  $5  registration 
fee  that  includes  lunch,  lb  register, 
write:  WMU,  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205,  before  April  8. 


Carlson  Harbin 

Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Nursing  Fellowship  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  Spring  Getaway  Day  at 
First  Church,  Louisville,  on  April  11. 
The  activities  will  take  place  from 
9:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Missiona^  speaker  will  be  Dora 
Harbin,  missionary  to  Sao  Paulo, 
Brazil.  Enrichment  speaker  will  be 
Carrie  Carlson,  staff  counselor  at 
First  Church,  Jackson. 


P.O.Box  329 

pneVanBuren 

Eurdia  ^xings,  AR  72632 


and  Brannon. 
CaD  today. 


Lottie  Moon 
goals  set 

Mantee  Church,  Webster  Associa- 
tiod  exceeded  its  Lottie  Moon  Ck>al. 
The  goal  was  $11,500  and  total  offering 
received  was  $12,048.53.  Malcolm 


Church  building  conferences  set 

A  series  of  church  building  con-  Convention  Board  at  P.  0.  Box  530, 
ferences  wil  take  i^ce  in  three  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Mississippi  cities  in  April.  Tbpics  will  include  the  Building  Pro- 

The  first  wiU  be  at  ^  Ave  Church,  cess;  Buiktfhg  for  Worship  EducaUon 
HatUesburg,  on  April  I3j  the  second  and  Pellowshipi  the.  (:^truction 
at  the  Hinds-Madison  Association  Iteam;  The  Financial  Package;  Ser- 
Building  on  April  14;  and  the  third  at  vices  Available  from  the  Denomina- 
Emmanuel  Church.  Grenada  on  April  tion;  and  Working  with  Architects. 
16.  James  Cartwright,  a  field  consul- 

Each  will  meet  from  8:30  a.m.  to  tant  with  the  Sunday  School  Board’s 
2! 45  that  afternoon.  Lunch  is  com-  Church  Architecture  Dwiartmentf 
plimentary.  Participants  are  asked  will  be  on  the  program  and  available 


A  heart-warming  new  book 
by  one  of  Mississippi’s  native  sons 

Tb  be  pMa/ted  in  Apri  by 

University  Press  (rf  Mississippi 

3825  m^ewobaTtoad  /  Jaclubh,  MS  39ZIT-6492 
601-982-6205 

Reserve  a  copy  now  at  your  bookstore 
or  order  directly  from  the  publisher.  $19.95 


Pinion  is  pastoc. 


si 
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PAGE  10  BAPTIST  RECXIRD 


Thursday,  March  20.  1902 


PARKS  have  confidence  in  staff  and  mis- 

_  ,  sionaries  and  no  effort  will  be  made 

From  page  3  gg^  them  to  sign  theological 

stdti0iiiGnts 

retreat  to  affirm  him  until  then  but  it  Hancock  said  trustees  came  to  the 
remai^  open  ^ed.  retreat  to  demonstrate  unity  and 

In  interest  of  resolving  the  con-  togetherness  and  had  affirmed  Parks 

tinuing  uncertainty  among  mis-  -  -  -  -  . 

sionaries,  and  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,  it’s  really  just  going  to  be  better 
to  go  ahead  and  make  the  transition 
as  soon  as  possible  I  think  my  stay¬ 
ing  would  have  continued  that  uncer¬ 
tainty.  We  don’t  need  continuing 
uncertainty.” 

IVustees,  asked  later  to  respond  to 
that  reaction  by  Parks,  reiterated  the 
joint  statement  from  Parks  and 
trustees  indicated  their  support  for 
Parks’  leadership. 

Parks  admitted  some  of  the 
philosophical  differences  he  has  with 
trustees  which  he  expressed  in  his 
evangelist;  Clark  Wilson,  McComb,  February  address  still  remain,  such 
music:  Sunday,  II  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  as  the  feeling  there  has  been  a  shift 
Mon.  and  Tues..  7  p.m. ;  Tbny  Chuter,  in  the  board’s  basic  approach  to  mis- 
pastor  sions.  But  he  said  he  felt  during  the 

Hope  Church,  Philadelphia:  April  retreat  many  of  the  trustees  were 
2-5;  Carlton  Jones,  Carthage,  beginning  to  understand  his  feelings 
evangelist ;  William  Crenshaw,  Hiqie  and  trying  to  take  steps  to  move  in  the 
Church,  music;  services,  7  nightly  right  direction, 
and  Sunday,  11  a.m. ;  Jimmy  Young,  Relationships  between  Parks  and 
pastor.  the  trustees  had  become  tense  since 

Parkhill  Church,  Jackson:  March  the  board’s  decision  in  October  to 
29-ApriI  1;  Kermit  McGregor,  First  remove  $365,000  budgeted  for  1992  for 
Church,  Mendenhall,  evangelist ;  Jim  the  International  Baptist  Theological 
Chance,  Parkhill  Church,  music;  Sun-  Seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland, 
day,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  which  many  trustees  consider  to  be 
p.m.;  Jimmy  Sellers,  pastor.  “liberal.” 

PuckeU  Church,  <  Rankin ) :  March  Parks  said  in  his  February  address 
29-AiMril  1;  Allen  Stephens,  First  he  disagreed  with  the  approach  of  us- 
Church,  Richland,  evangelist ;  John  ing  money  to  enforce  theological  con- 
Yates,  Yazoo  City,  music ;  services,  7  formity  on  those  who  receive  Baptist 
p.m. ;  Barry  Ward,  pastor.  money  overseas. 

Hancock  said  at  the  press  con¬ 
ference  he  feels  trustees  and  staff  had 

nnrkiirtr>ckG  -frkv  pushed  that  issue  behind  them  and 

.llIIUUliCCM  lur  were  moving  together  in  unity. 

i(r  T  .net  ^iirkrk«>v*  However,  ^rks  said  he  doesn’t  feel 

*6  a-iiiBi  his  style  of  leadership  matches  what 

comes  to  life  Last  year  viewers  from  some  trustees  woulcf  expect  and  he 
27  towns  and  cities  in  Mississippi  and  doesn^  exert  control  over  the 
8  other  states  saw  the  presentation,  theological  positions  of  s^ff  and  mis- 
The  cast  and  musicians  used  in  the  sionaries  that  some  desire, 
production  are  all  local  church  Trustee  Joel  Gregory  of 'Texas  said 
members,  each  an  amateur.  Other  in  an  interview  later  he  feels  trustees 
church  members  reproduced  the  » i 


Revival  dates 


Unless  you  want  to  hear  t 

a  provocative  inessage,  *1?^ 

don't  listen  to  Jay  Strack. 

Unless  you  long  for  leli^  from  i 

depression  &  discouiagement, 

doni  listen  to  Jc^  Strack.  n  i 

Unless  you  are  searching  for  tmth, 
don't  listen  to  Jay  Strack. 

Unless  you  axt  willing  to  be  challenged 
and  motivated  as  never  before, 
doni  listen  to  Jay  Strack. 

Jay  Strack,  acclaimed  internationally  for 
his  dynamic  message,  is  coming  to: 

Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church 

201  Morrison  Drive  •  Ginton,  MS  •  924-5620 
March  29  -  April  1 

Sunday;  9:00  a.m,,  10:30  .a.m.,  and  6:00  p.m. 

''  Monday  -  Wednesday:  7:00  p.m. 

But  don't  listen  to  him ...  unless  you  want  a  life-changing  experience. 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 
Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  884-2900  1-800-748-8881 


ALABAMA  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

AND 

ALABAMA  BIBLE  COLLEGE 


"A  xkool  goiitg  to  those  who  cannot  go  to  sdiooT 

*  Four  External  Degree  Programs 


Homecomings 


Associate  *  Bachelor  *  Master  *  Doctor 


*  Quality  Education  •  Affordable  Price 
*  Your  Ministry  Is  Your  Classroom 
ItO  Abbott  Street  -  Linden,  AL  34748 
Phone  205-295-5057/  Dr.  Glen  Saveli,  President 


Life  and  Work 

Accept  God’s  invitation 


Uniform 

A  price  to  pay 


By  LoU  M.  Astry 
Matthew  22:1-14 


By  Charies  Nestor 
Jonah  3:1-2;  3:10-4:2^-11 


By  Bobby  WflHaawoo 
Mark  8:27-9:13 


This  condoding  sectioo  deals  with  Jonah’s  obedience  to 
God,  I*fineveh’s  ieq>onse,  Jonah’s  anger  toward  God  and 
the  lesson  God  tan^  turn.  O 

L  Grod’a  second  cafl  to  Jonah  (3:1-2).  Jonah  had  been 
quite  indifiGBrent  to  God’s  des)ie  ^  him  and  his  prople  k> 
te  a  light  to  the  Gendles.  Jonah  tebdled  at  the  command  to 
TC  to  NinevdL  Now  he  was  ready  to  go,  but  he  did  not  have 
tove  in  his  heart  for  the  I'hnevites. 

The  message  for  os  is  that  God  loved  die  Ninevites  and 
was  willing  to  work  with  peocde  who  were  ididlious  and 
lesentM  Therefne,  there  is  uipe  for  people  of  oar  day. 
God  loved  the  peopte  in  that  lai^  dty  «id  wanted  to  see 
them  saved.  Jast  think  of  the  m^titodes  in  larm  cities 
aroand  the  wmld  today.  These  are  people  God  loves  and 
wards  to  see  saved.  Pray  fcM'moce  obedient  servants  to  re- 
qiond  to  his  call. 

n.  Ninevdi’s  response  to  Jorudi’s  message  (3:10). 

Jonah  entered  the  dty  and  began  to  preach  tte  message  that 
they  woold  be  overthrown  in  40  da^  onless  diey  rqiented. 
The  people  heard  and  reqioaded.  The  whole  dty  tamed  to 
God  from  their  siiL  The  impli^on  is  that  diey  comfdetefy 
trosted  God.  The  extent  of  their  repentance  is  coiuBtmed  by 
the  action  of  the  king.  In  verse  6  we  read-diat  he  arose  from 
bis  throne,  pot  aside  his  royal  robe,  covered  himseif  with 
sackdoth,  sat  in  ashes,  and  issued  a  decree  of  national  re- 
pentanoe  to  be 
God  withdrew 


Yoa  may  never  have  been  invited  to  a  royal  wedding:  nd- 
ther  have  L  Bat  in  yoor  imagination,  see  die  Vendor,  the 
elegance,  the  royd  gowns  of  the  ladies,  and  the  immacolate- 
ly  dad  gendemen.  Nfrich  prqiaration  has  taken  {dace.  The 
king  is  waiting  for  die  retnm  of  die  RSVPs.  No  one  accepts! 

Ihe  Idag’s  first  Invitation  (w.  1-3).  This  is  tte  iriti«tti»n 
experienced  in  the  parable  told  here  by  Jesos.  A  certain  king 
invited  guests  to  his  son’s  wedding.  They  wot^  not  come. 
Jesus  compares  dds  to  the  Roher’s  invitation  to  the  king¬ 
dom  (rfheaveiL  Many  are  invited.  Most  will  not  come. 

The  kill’s  second  invitatioa  (v.  Becanse  he  loved  his 
son,  the  k^  issued  a  second  invitation.  Other  servants  were 
insfruded  to  app^  to  those  invited  in  a  different  way.  We 
ate  not  an  calM  into  God’s  kingdom  in  the  same  manner. 
Some  heed  God’s  caU  to  salvation  or  service  throagh  bear¬ 
ing  a  song;  some  throa^  reading  the  Word;  some  throu^ 
pitching;  some  throat  a  st^  smaU  voice;  some  in  soli¬ 
tude;  others  in  a  crowd.  God  is  everywhere  and  he  wants  us 
as  part  of  his  kingdom. 

Rejecting  the  king’s  invitatioa  (w.  5-4).  A  little  girl  was 
pron^sed  a  puty  on  her  sixth  birthday.  The  boar  arrived.  No 
one  came.  Heattlxoken,  she  cried,  "No  one  likes  me.  No  one 
came  to  rnyMny.”  In  the  BiUe  paraUe,  the  king  mij^ 
have  cried,  *No  one  likes  me.  No  one  wiU  come  to  my 
party." 

Stin  mote  terrible  in  the  k^’s  sitaation  was  that  his  ser¬ 
vants  were  mistreated  and  kiDed  by  those  who  had  been  in¬ 
vited.  How  does  thiaqiiny  to  os? 

Oar  heavenly  Father  issues  invitatioas  to  us  to  come  into 
die  kingdom.  How  have  yoa  answered  bis  invitatioa? 

If  yon  are  one  of  his  servants,  have  yoa  been  mistreated? 
How  (fid  yon  respond? 

The  king’s  ttfiird  invitation  (w.  8-10).  The  wedding 
would  not  oe  cancelled  Those  anw(»thy  people  who  bwl 
been  invited  coald  not  separate  the  groom  frtm  his  Imde. 

And  there  would  be  guests.  Servuts  went  to  peofde  vdio 
(fid  not  have  findnonalM  home  addresses  nor  splen^  cloth¬ 
ing  nor  the  tnqipings  of  the  guests  first  invited  They  went 
iiMD  die  highwiys  and  broa^  in  the  peofde.  Some  were 
good;  some  bad  Oar  God  invites  the  ^1)^  "and  the 
‘Voitt"of  os  to  feast  at  his  taUe.  He  is  able  to  save  to  the  ut¬ 
termost  apy  who  come.  He  rejects  diOK  who  reject  him. 

The  n^pifepared  wedding  gnest  (w.11-14).  Among  die 
guests  was  a  man  not  noperly  cloth^  In  whk  was  he 
not  properly  dressed?  Jesus  said  he  was  not  wealing  a  wed- 
(fiog  garmeitt.  What  (fid  he  mean? 

E(imaing  dos  parable  wedding  to  that  of  Jesus  whose  bride 
is  the  ehutefa,  we  can  nnderstand  that  Jesos  is  saying  there 
are  people  who  think  they  should  be  permitted  into  the  king¬ 
dom  wtthout  the  netxssaiy  attire  of  nghteousness  and  salva- 


I  am  convinced  today  diat  we  live  in  a  self-centered  so¬ 
ciety.  It  is  a  strong  possibility  that  we  are  very  much  Ifice 
the  people  diat  lived  daring  Jesus’  day.  In  our  lesson 
today  we  find  Jesos  dealing  with  these  very  people,  and 
yet,  he  calls  diem  frmn  thw  self-cettteredness.  As  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact,  be  tells  them  ctmsistendy  diat  they  are  going 
to  have  to  hate  some  dungs,  forsdee  some  dfings,  and  £e. 

Jesos,  it  would  seem,  would  never  make  it  as  a  leauiter 
in  oor  (lay.  In  a  day  when  lives  are  centered  on  the  mate¬ 
rial  of  thfe  world,  and  when  individaals  are  so  self-cen¬ 
tered,  Jesos  once  again  is  calling  as  to  take  op  his  cross, 
and  frdlow  turn. 

L  Jesos  asked  who  peopk  thought  he  was  (8:27-28). 

We  are  asked  many  qaesdons  in  our  lifetimes.  Many 
we  are  able  to  answer,  some  we  are  not.  Of  all  the  ques¬ 
tions  diat  misfit  be  asked  of  us,  we  find  one  of  the  most 
penetrating  of  all  asked  in  verse  27,  when  Jesus  said  to 
his  disciple,  "Who  do  the  pe(^le  say  I  am?” 

We  fiiid  a  reiqxxise  that  migfe  seem  incredulous  to  os, 
but  in  all  reality  it  is  a  response  moefa  like  one  we  are 
likely  to  receive  today.  Om  text  tells  us  diat  some  said 
John  die  Biqitist,  Elijab,  or  even  (me  of  the  prophets.  Oor 
world  today  has  some  very  ctuifused  ideas  abom  this  man 
Jesus.  Some  still  say  he  was  just  another  prophet,  some 
say  he  was  a  good  teacher,  oifeeis  deny  his  very  exis¬ 
tence.  It  is  inqioitant  that  we  reach  di^  precious  souls 
widi  the  tiudi  of  the  go^l.  This  sl^uld  also  cause  each 
of  us  to  affirm  or  reaffirm  that  he  is  God’s  Son,  our 
Saviour  and  Lord.  '' 

n.  Jesos  asked  who  the  disdples  thoo^t  he  was 
(8:29). 

Jesus  then  turned  the  tables  when  he  asked,  "But  who 
do  you  say  that  I  am?"  As  we  ponder  this  question  in  (Mir 
own  lives  I  am  quite  sure  that  most  of  us  luve  the  correct 
"head  knowledge"  qf  who  Jesus  is.  The  question  we 
might  ask  (Mirselves  uxlay  is,  "If  Jesus  is  truly  the  Re- 
deoner,  then  why  don’t  we  act  more  redeemed?”  Jesus 
did  not  say  that  you  w(Mild  know  his  disttifries  by  what 
they  say,  but  by  what  they  do.  There  are  many  who  talk  a 
gO(}d  Udk,  even  within  our  efaurefaes  today.  But  the  real 

Sluestion  mi^  be,  “Does  what  we  sav  we  believe  alxMit 
esus  have  impact  on  our  daily  lives?^’ 

In  verse  30  he  warned  them  to  tell  no  one  alxMit  him  . 
Why  did  Jesus  command  that  the  disciples  remain  silent 
aboM  him?  Now  that  he  bad  been  so  e^qilicit,  diey  might 
have  naturally  dKMigbt  the  time  had  come  for  giving  it  out 
openly.  But  in  this  command  Jesos  is  telling  &m  & 
time  is  not  yet  here. 

m.  Jesus  teaches  about  his  suffering  (8:31-33). 

When  Jesus  began  to  teach  that  be  must  suffer  and  die. 
Peter  argued  with  him;  and  Jesus  rebuked  Peter.  Jesus,  I 
am  sure,  anderstixxl  diat  Peter  oidy  uttered  what  the  oth¬ 
ers  were  drinking.  Yet,  it  is  amazing  bow  ({uickly  the 
"rock”  turned  to  a  devil.  Do  we  act  one  way  on  Sunday, 
and  another  on  Monday?  May  we  leam  to  be  consistent 
in  our  Christian  walk.  The  suffering  and  sacrificing  of 
Jesus  should  inqirire  us  to  daily  give  thanks  fru  his  giving 
his  life  on  our  behalf.  • 

IV.  Jesus’  reopirenieiits  for  his  disc^^les  (8:34-38). 
Jesus  declare(i  diat  anyone  who  would  be  his  Jisc^le 
must  deny  self,  take  iro  one’s  cross,  and  follow  trim  m 
open  commitmenL  W^  does  denyi^  self  mean?  It 
means  to  dethrone  self  and  to  make  Christ  the  Lord  of  our 
lives.  To  the  lost  person  dris  is  the  answer  to  eternal  life, 
Jesos  as  Lord  aiat  Saitior.  To  the  Christiaa  it  is  a  time  ci  - 
reidentification  with  who  Jesus  really  is,  and  a  raeommit- 
ment  to  bis  lordshq)  in  our  lives.  Let  os  this  week  deny 
ourselves  and  take  up  our  crosses  that  we  might  truly  be 
hisdiscqries. 

Williains(«  Is  pastor,  Park  Place  Chnrxh,  BrandiNL 


threatened  judgment  iqioa  diem.  His  real 
desire  was  to  fiii^ve  and  save  dira.  The  possibility  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  destroy  Nineveh  (fid  not  bring  joy  to  CJod.  Now  be 
was  filled  with  joy  at  their  repentance. 

Any  time  we  repent  and  tom  from  evil,  God  f(ugives  and 
Messes  us  with  mercy.  We  are  to  be  busy  prochriming  and 
teaching  the  judgment  of  God  and  bis  yp^  for  repentance 
and  frngiveness.  The  only  way  to  receive  the  forgiveness  of 
God  is  to  rqient  and  tom  from  eviL 

HL  Jonah’s  anger  toward  G<m1  (4:l-2:5).  Jonah’s  re- 
roonse  (fid  not  pfease  CSixL  Ife  was  upset  because  God  bad 
^wn  mercy  and  grace  to  Nineveh.  He  should  have  re¬ 
joiced  and  offered  to  he4>  them  understimd  and  reqiond  to 
God’s  fbrgiveoess.  The  tragic  truth  is  that  he  (fid  not  want 
them  to  be  forgiven.  His  anger  toward  God  is  seen  in  a 
quatrels(xne  prayer.  In  his  prayer  he  tried  to  justify  Us  past 
lebellioa  and  present  anger.  Ife  really  (fid  not  want  to  be  a 
part  of  seeing  the  Ninevites  saved. 

Jonah  knew  about  Gtxl’s  forgiving  nature.  Ife  had  experi¬ 
enced  it  in  becoming  Us  servaru.  Heeiqierienoed  it  *g«in 
udien  G(xl  delivered  trim  from  death  and  gave  trim  a  second 
chance  to  take  Us  ministry  to  bfineveh.  He  knew  Gcxl’s 
love  to  be  mercifal,  full  of  kindness  and  a  desire  to  see 
every  person  rqieiu  and  turn  to  Um.  It  is  sad  when  the  crea¬ 
ture  attempts  to  tell  the  Crettor  what  Us  response  of  for¬ 
giveness  mould  be. 

Jonidi  bad  gone  throughout  the  dty.  Now  be  made  a 
bootfi  to  sit  wd  see  what  was  to  tuqipen.  He  knew  God  had 
forgiven  the  rqientant  bfinevites.  But  Joiudi  was  a  "die 
hard"  He  hdd  on  to  some  hope  that  they  ^  might  tarn 
bock  to  evil  and  still  be  destroyed  Sometimes  G^’s  people 
are  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with.  That  is  really  a  tragedy. 

IV.  God’s  lesson  to  Jonah  (4:4-11).  This  closing  passage 
(^fen  some  iirieresting  illostiatioas.  God  uses  three  mstru- 
metas  to  teach  Jonah  about  Us  love  ftv  all  pec^:  1)  God 
allows  a  gourd  to  grow  to  provkfe  trim  shade.  ‘Tjourd”  is  a 
general  word  usetT for  a  guden  plaiit.  It  was  also  used  for 
the  botde-gourd  which  is  a  vine  that  grows  and  witfaea 
^ckly.  2)  Then  a  worm  destroys  the  gourd  3)  The  same 
day  a  stro^  east  wind  blows  that  soMdbes  Jornrit  He  be- 
gins  to  coo^ilain,  even  to  Ae  point  of  wanting  todie.  - 

God  confronts  Um  widi  some  direct  questions.  God  wants 
to  know  bow  be  could  be  so  upset  over  the  loss  of  a  plara  in 
whose  growing  Jonah  had  no  tusid  If  he  has  that  much  con¬ 
cern  for  a  piece  of  vegetation,  surely  God  should  have  re¬ 
gard  for  human  life. 

The  human  tendency  is  to  place  greater  value  on  material 
Uesnngs  than  we  do  the  salvatioo  of  human  lives.  We  are 
to  realize  God  loves  the  souls  of  men,  and  we  do  not  have 
the  right  to  exclude  anyone.  We  are  commissioaed  to  share 
Usk^ 

Nfetor  is  pastor,  First  Onsreh,  Bcwce. 
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be  used  to  defray  the  costs  of  publicity  and  po6ta^  Each  choir  must  be  respon- 
siMe  for  all  expenses  inchidii^  transportation,  food,  music,  etc  RegistraUoiis 
must  be  made  by  May  1, 1962,  in  or^r  that  applications  for  visas,  inquired 
for  participants  from  some  coontries,  can  be  completed.  Choirs  should  ar¬ 
rive  in  time  for  all  activities  on  June  26  and  should  plan  to  remain  until  after 
the  Festival  Concert  on  Sunday  afteimoon,  June  28.  E^ch  choir  is  requested 
to  present  a  25-niinute  concert  during  the  F^tival,  to  present  a  concert  of 
1  li^  in  the  Zurich  area  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and  to  perform  during  a  ww- 
ship  service  in  Zurich  churches.  In  addition,  choirs  will  perform  four  Festival 
musical  selections  with  the  combined  choirs,  and  two  actional  pieces  in  the 
national  langua^  (tf  the  choir.' 

Interested  choirs  and  individuals  should  contact  the  Ruschlikon  Seminary, 
phone  411  7240010,  fax  411  7243148,  or  Leroy  Yarbrough  by  phone  to  the  USA, 
(504)  282-4455. 


Nine  churches  take  part  in  orchestra  fest 


In  the  Church  Orchestra  Festival  held  Feb.  24  at  Crossgates 
Church.  Brandort,  Joe  King,  Southwestern  Seminary,  served 


music  at  the  festival.  John  Hanbery,  Church  Music  Deportment, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  served  as  coordinator 


as  guest  clinician.  He  also  conducted  the  mass  orchestra  at  for  the  event. 


the  dose  of  the  festival.  Nine  church  orchestras  presented 


THE  UNDERGROUND  CHURCH  IN  SAUDI  ARABIA  GREW 
DRAMATICALLY  IN  199t,  according  to  a  missionary  who  marntorru  contacts 
inside  the  Muslim  country  and  asked  not  to  be  identified.  Church  leaders  who 
compared  notes  at  a  recent  rendezvous  in  Dhahran  concluded  that  1,000  Saudis 
had  come  to  Christ  since  the  end  of  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  the  missionary  told 
National  and  International  Religion  Report.  The  believers  usually  meet  in 
small  groups  in  homes.  A  church  in  Riyadh  has  swelled  to  3,000  members, 
although  most  of  them  are  expatriate  workers.  Small  groups  of  Christians 
also  have  sprouted  in  Jedda  and  Mecca,  the  source  said.  .  .  .  Saadi  religious 
police  are  cracking  down  on  illegal  Christian  meetings.  News  Network  In¬ 
ternational  reported. 


A  MOTION  PICTURE  ON  THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST  PRODUCED  BY  A 
POPULAR  HINDU  ACTOR  has  reportedly  turned  millions  of  people  in  India 
to  tlwChnMian  faith.  Tte  fUm,  ‘Tfi^Sagar’.’  t‘*OoaanoafMacy”ia|tasiiiQdi 
language),  was  ahot  am  Kcatkm  in  India  in  the  mkkUTQa  with  an  all-Indian 
cast.  It  is  not  to  be  confused  with  Campus  Crusade’s  “Jesus”  movie,  which 
features  mostly  Isradi  actors.  Thousands  of  mobile  film  teams,  equipped  with 
generators  and  bed  sheets  for  screens,  have  shown  “Daya  Sagar”  to  an 
estimated  30  million  peonle  throughout  India  since  1979,  said  John  Gilman, 
president  d  Virmnia  Beach,  Va.-basetT Dayspring  International.  Latest 
reports  indicate  that  it  is  shown  about  2,000  times  each  month,  he  told  Na¬ 
tional  and  International  Religion  Report,  adding  IhMover  3  aiillion  peo|de 
luve  made  public  dedsMos  for  Christ  as  a  direct  result  of  the  film.  With  beck¬ 
ing  from  various  mission  groups,  be  has  launched  a  plan  to  stage  screenings 
in  all  of  India’s  600,000  rural  villages.  He  contends  that  film  evangelism  Is 
perhaps  the  only  practical  means  to  take  the  gospel  to  India’s  vast  popula¬ 
tion,  since  70%  of  the  people  are  iUiterate  and  most  have  no  access  to  tele-  ■ 
visioa  Gihnan.  who  wrated  with  Christian  Broadcasting  Network  for  13  years, 
is  devdoping  similar  film  projects  for  use  in  Chiga  and  Afirica. 


N.O.  trustees  approve  new  degree 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Trustees 
of  New  Orleans  Seminary  approved  a 
proposal  for  a  new  baccalaureate 
degree  program  and  elected  a  new 
chdrman  during  their  annual  spring 
meeting  on  the  New  Orleans 
Seminary  campus,  March  10-11. 

The  proposal  for  a  baccalaureate 
degree  program,  with  bachelor  of  arts 
and  bachelor  of  general  studies 
degrees,  wifi  belhe.Mt  of  its  kind  of¬ 
fered  by  any  Southern  Baptist 
seminary  and  will  be  available  during 
the  coming  fall  term,  beginning  Aug. 
25,  contingent  on  appcval  d  the  cur¬ 
riculum  the  seminary’s  academic 
affairs  committee  and  faculty  this 
spring. 

The  seminary  currently  offers  ac¬ 
credited  associated,  master’s,  and 
doctoral  degree  programs.  The 


seminary  has  been  offering 
baccalaureate-level  work  since  1980 
for  students  age  25  and  older. 

This  new  baccalaureate  degree  pro¬ 
gram  will  fill  the  void  between  the 
associate’s-  and  master’s-level 
degrees. 

Also  approved  are  proposals  for 
new  master  of  divinity  and  doctor  of 
phtlOMphy  degree  programs  with  a 
major  in  psycholoj^  and  cwjiMtMiig 
thro^h  the  division  of  pastoral 
ministries,  set  to  begin  in  the  fall. 

Trustees  elected  W.  Keith  Huffman, 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Ironton,  Mo, 
as  chairman,  to  succeed  Charlies  L. 
Wood  of  WichitiL  Kaa,  who  served  the 
two-year  limit  Reelected  were  J.  Roy 
McComb  of  Colambia,  Miss.,  as  vice 
chairman,  and  C.  Glynn  Rhinehart  of 


River  Ridge,  La.,  as  secretary- 
treasurer. 

Trustees  affirmed  the  action  of  Lan- 
dnun  P.  Leavell  II,  seminary  (K«si- 
dent,  in  appointing  Billy  K.  Smith  as 
vice  presidmt  for  academic  affairs,  in 
light  of  the  retirement  of  Joe  H. 
Cothen,  who  held  the  position  since 
1982.  Smith  has  been  professor  of  Old 
Testament  and  Hebrew  at  NOBTS 
since  1981  and  chairmairnf  tRE'tRvi- 
sion  of  biblical  studies  since  1988. 

Trustees  adcqited  a  budget  of  $7.45 
million,  reflecting  a  3.2%  increase  for 
the  1992-93  fiscal  year. 

Trustees  also  approved  two  faculty 
promotions,  effective  Aug.  1;  R.  Den¬ 
nis  Cole  to  associate  profes^  dT 
archaeology  and  Bob  E.  Simmons  to 
professor  erf  missions. 


Trustees  struggle  with  “shared  governance” 


By  Herb  HoUinger 


EXTINGUISHING  RED  LIGHTS  ...BY  BRIGHTENING  NAILS: 
Netherlands.  —  Free  beauty  care  for  prostitutes  in  Amsterdam’s  infamous 
red  light  district  is  proving  to  be  an  unlikely  key  that  can  turn  their  thoughts 
toward  God.  Women  working  in  the  city's  world-renowned  sex  industry  are 
opening  the  doors  of  their  canalside  “shops"  —  and  their  hearts  —  to  a  team 
<4 young  women  missionaries.  Led  by  a  professional  manicurist,  Alys  Blakeley 
from  Modesto  Cafi/bmia,  the  Youth  With  A  Mission  group  visits  in  pairs,  trim¬ 
ming  and  painting  nails  and  taking  the  opportunity  to  talk  about  their  faith 
and  pray  for  their  ‘Clients.”  During  the  45  minutes  or  so  it  takes  to  complete 
the  Job.  one  of  them  will  talk  with  the  "client”,  share  their  faith,  and  ask  (f 
there  is  anything  they  can  pray  about  for  them.  The  partner  doing  the 
manicure  has  to  concentrate,  so  they  leave  the  conversation  to  the  other  and 
just  pray.  “We  feel  that’s  very  important;  we  pray  that  the  women  may  sense 
the  peace  and  purity  o/  God,”  explained  Blakeley.  The  team  has  named  its 
ministry  The  Shining  Light,  from  the  passage  in  Proverbs  which  says  that 
‘the  light  of  the  righteous  shines  brightly,  but  the  lamp  of  the  wicked  is  snuffed 
out.”  The  team’s  long-term  hope  is  that  the  nail  polishing  will  lead  to  some 
of  the  women  putting  their  red  lights  out  for  the  last  time. 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  statement  of  mission. 

Southeastern  Seminary  trustees  ap-  Difficulty  with  the  inclusion  of  in- 
prov^  a  retirement  package  for  errancy  and  infaDiiality  of  tte  Bible 
President  Lewis  A.  Drummond,  (H(’d  in  the  statement  was  a  problem  for  the 
a  $6.1  million  budget  for  1992-93,  and  faculty.  Academic  Dean  L.  Russ  Bush 
struggled  with  “shared  governance”  said  ‘Tlie  fianilty  is  not  committed  to 
in  three  maior  seminary  documents,  this  concept.” 

Meeting  for  their  regular  March  Bush  safo  there  had  been  two  years 
9-10  meet^  on  die  Wake  Forest  cam-  of  discussion  between  the  triBtees  and 
pus,  trustees  spent  meet  of  the  first  the  faculty  but  an  impasse  stiU  ex¬ 
day  hammering  out  a  financial  istedSevo^  trustees  said  it  was  time 
packa«  for  Drummond  Drummond,  to  “get  on  with  it,  make  a  dedkion.” 
65,  will  retire  June  30  after  four  years  TTie  administration  proposed  state- 
as  the  fourth  president  of  ment  was  approved  with  one  dusen- 
Southeastem.  ting  vote. 

“Shared  governance  ”  and  defini-  , 

Uons  of  the  phrase  dominated  trustee 

discussion  on  a  statement  of  purpose,  but  yo^ 

faculty  selection  process,  anda  facul-  ^  faculty  fw 

ty  profile  Because  the  Southern  and  input.  . 

Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools 

December  ating  trasteeswith  being  ■mi 

too  involved  in  Zme  faculty  govern  newly-appointed  trustee^lW  for  a 

ing  areas  among  other  tetegs, 

tiiUies  were  sei^itive  to  hav^  P*'®***^  conwms  alxMit  the  “shared 
facnlty  i«view  the  thrw  documents 

A  lengthv  Statement  of  purpose  was  tion  process  be  approved  by  the 
proposed  by  the  trustees’  executive  trustees  but  also  sent  for  consultation 
committee  but  was  replaced,  after  and  input  from  faculty.  The  tnisbm 
much  discussion,  with  an  aclminls-  then  wW  vote  a  final  time  on  the  mat- 
tration-proposed  short  purpose  state-  ter  in  either  the  October  regular 
ment  followed  by  a  more  lengthy  meeting  or  at  an  expect^  earlier 
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FOOD  FOR  ALBANIA:  (BWA  Newt)  —  During  this  month  of  March,  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Albania  will  receive  f 100,000  worth  of  flour  through  the  combined 
efforts  of  Baptist  World  Aid,  $25,000;  the  Foriegn  Mission  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  I50.0W  and  the  Canadian  Baptist  Federation, 
$25,000.  The  BWAid  package it  belhg'coordlnoted  through  Baptist  Response 
Europe,  the  team  representing  the  BWA,  the  European  Baptist  Federation 
and  Baptist  mission  organizations  serving  in  Europe. 


HARARE  *93  (BWA  News)  —  Baptist  young  people  from  Mexico, 
Guatemala,  Costa  Rica  and  the  Bahamas  are  already  planning  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  12th  Baptist  Youth  Conference,  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  Aim.  11-15, 
1993.  Along  with  Baptist  from  around  the  world,  they  will  hear  a  Baptist 
choir  from  the  Massai  tribe  in  Kenya.  New  brochures  promoting  the  'l^tli 
Scholarship  Fund  are  available  from  the  BWA  office  for  distribution  to  chur- 
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